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Listed below is a selection of our large range of over 130 Australian models in our range. For a free 
catalogue send a stamped self addressed envelope for the full list. 

"HO’ Scale Tri-ang Service Sheet Sets : 
FOO8 1927 Sydney Suburban 4 car set ’HO’ Scale 49.50 | Tri-ang 1955 to 1966 50 page $25.00 

FOO9 1932 Sydney Suburban 4 car set 'HO’ Scale 49.50 | Tri-ang Hornby 1968 to 1971 27 page $14.00 

F010 Double Deck Suburban 4 car set ’HO’ Scale 49.50 | Hornby 1974 to 1978 67 page $33.50 

F011 Sputnick Sydney Suburban ’S’ 4 car set’HO’ Scale 49.50 | Hornby 1980 to 1989 68 page $34.00 

F012 Sputnick Sydney Suburban ’W’ 4 car set HO’ Scale 49.50 } Full Set 1955 to 1989 212 pages $100.00 

F013 Double Deck Interurban 4 car set HO’ Scale 49.50 | Iri-ang TT 10 page $5.00 


F014 Standard Sydney Suburban NSW 4 car set HO’ Scale 49.50 | The above are copies of the originals. 
F015 Standard Sydney Suburban ’W’ 2 car set HO’ Scale 25.15 | Add $2.00 P & P. 7 
F016 Bradfield Sydney Suburban ’S’ 2 car set ’HO’ Scale 25.15 Y/ 
FO17 Bradfield Sydney Suburban ’W’ 2 car set HO’ Scale 25.15 

F018 Double Deck Interurban NSW 2 car set HO’ Scale 20.40 
’N’ Scale Suburban Sets, New Run 


F128 Sydney Suburban ’W’ 2 car set 'N’ Scale 20.00 
F129 Sydney Suburban ’W’ 4 car set 'N’ Scale 37.50 
'SN3Y%’ Scale, New Run 
F130 CJF Q.R. Louvre Van SN3Y% Scale 9.00 
0’ Scale Master Kit Series, New Range 
M501 MHG Guards Van N.S.W. ’O’ Scale 65.00 
M502 MLV Louvre Van N.S.W. ’O’ Scale 65.00 
M503 FME Container Flat Wagon & 6 LCL Containers 

‘O’ Scale T.B.A. 
M504 MRS Refrigerated Van ’O’ Scale T.B.A. 


Running gear packs for all of the ’O’ Scale kits will be available early August. 

Decal packs for all of the ’O’ Scale kits will be released at a later date. 

Also available is a very large range of old Scalextric, Tyco, AFX, Matchbox, Powertrack and Tonka 
Polystil spare parts and accessories. 


For Australia’s largest range of Triang Hornby spare E.T.C. Run 2 trains on the one track - 
parts, a large selection of old and new. From the see our working display. 

1950’s to today’s models. Motors, motor bushes, 
armatures, wheels, wheel bushes, side rods, s : 
cylinder blocks, screws, bodies, chassis blocks. etc. || Fo,ets.crures couse 


“POLYGON WOOD’ YERONG CREEK, NSW 2642 


Also Tyco train & car spare parts. Scalextric spare |} ""-- 
parts, Friedmont kits, Iron Horse Model kits, etc. 
We also have a large range of ’0’ Scale new and 
second hand items, locos, wagons, track and 
assorted items. 


Repairs for Tri-ang, Hornby, Tyco and Scalextric. 


MODERN, RELIABLE 


lron Horse Hobbies ELECTRONICS, 
‘Polygon Wood’ Yerong Creek, NSW 2642 ON THE SAME TRACK 


Phone & FAX (069) 20 3726. One 


guaranteed to operate as preacribed tn brochure.) 


A.M.R.A. Journal No 226 Page ili 


1995 MODEL RAILWAY 
BAZAARS & TOY FAIRS 


BLY SELL & SWAP 
MELBOURNES GREATEST MODEL RAILWAY "SWAPMEET" 


Saturday 12th August 1995 9:30am - 4pm 
Saturday 9th December 1995 9:30am - 4pm 


*FREE ADMISSION * FREE ADMISSION* 


scout Hall, Mahoneys Reserve, Mahoneys Road , Forest Hill 
Melways Map Reference : Map 62 - Ref C4 


MELBOURNES LARGEST SELECTION OF NEW | 


AND USED MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Clockwork * Electric * Toy Trains * All Makes, Models and Gauges, 
Locos, Rolling Stock, Track, Buildings, Controllers, Books, 
Accessories Etc., Hornby * Lima * Triang * Marklin * Hornby Dublo * | 

Fleischmann * Wrenn * Athearn * Roco * Bachmann * 


MODEL CARS * DIE-CAST * TINPLATE 


Toy Soldiers * Tin Toys * Model Kits * Planes * Boats * Dinky 
Corgi * Matchbox * Britains * Micro * Lesney 
Free valuation service for your oid toys 
Tea, Coffee, Refreshments Available 


FREE ADMISSION ! 


rmation and table bookings telephone (03) 795 3646 
For info Gg p ( ) oS 


NO SMOKING PERMITTED IN HALL 
Presented by Box Hill and District Modellers And Collectors Club 


SWAPMORE 3 
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Introducing on G (1:48) 
Fine Scale Kits poles 1:87 ) 


A MINERS CABIN KIT IN O SCALE 
@ CASTINGS BY GRANDT LINE FIRST IN A SERIES. 


@ SCALE “TIiMeBe=R. 

@ Pee ETCHED BQcewc 
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@ TAN] W148 SAE 
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Kit Building & Scratchbuilding Service 


A new range of Australian Outline, Detailed HO Scale Architectural Building Kits in 3.5 mm ( 1:87 scale ) 


Featuring ; 


e Scale Timber 

e Clapboard Siding ( Pre-cut ) 
e Card Stock 

e Cast Shop Front Details 

e Pre-Etched Roof Sheeting 

e Chimney Casting 

e Grandt Line Windows 

e Door Castings 

e Sign Boards and Lights 

e Down Pipes and Gutters 
Scale Timber Stumps, Bearers and Joists 
e Full Plans 


Hurry 


e Limited run of 20 kits, the first in a series of fine scale models in HO. 
» Also available in O Scale ( 1:48 ), to special order. Board-on-Board construction for O Scale. 


EERIE RR aaa 


* HO Corner Milk-Bar $ 78.00 
® O ( 1:48 ) Scale Corner Milk-Bar § 110.00 


Phone 03 553 0470 for details. 


From the Managing Editor 


It is with pleasure that I announce the 
appointment of Mr Neil Riches to the 
position of Editor of A.M.R.A. Journal. 

Neil will be replacing Rex Little, our 
long time Editor with effect from the next 
issue. Rex has been appointed "Editor 
Emeritus" in recognition of his outstand- 
ing contribution to the Journal over many 
years. As many of you may be aware, Rex 
has not been very well lately, and he has 
not been able to devote as much time as 
he would have liked to Journal matters, 
but will retain an advisory role under his 
new title. 

I am pleased to report that I have had 
several offers of assistance after my Edi- 
torial in Journal 225. How best to utilise 
these offers will be worked out in the next 
few months. Meanwhile, I would like to 
ask all contributors who are sending items 
for publication (other than computer 
disks) direct to Neil Riches at : 

1/44 Bourke Street Mentone 3194. 

Computer disks should be sent to me. 
Please refer to the article on the right on 
formatting your article on disk. 


Roger Lloyd 


Editorial Deadlines 


As advised in the last issue, the next 
issue will cover the months of August, 
September and October. The deadlines for 
this issue will be 25th July for hand writ- 
ten articles, 30th July for neatly typed ar- 
ticles and State News and articles on 
floppy disk (IBM format either 3’ or 54) 
and 11th August for addresses and enve- 


lopes. Collating and posting is expected — 


on 21st August. 


Notice 


This publication accepts no responsi- 
bility for the accuracy or reliability of ar- 
ticles or advertising published herein, 
statements made or opinions expressed in 
papers or discussions, nor do we neces- 
sarily subscribe to the views expressed or 
implied by contributors. 

Neither is any guarantee implied or 
expressed as to the good conduct or prac- 
tice of advertisers herein. This publication 
reserves, at all times, the right to refuse 
acceptance of any matter considered un- 
suitable for publication. 


Articles for Journal 
Secretary’s Desk 

Registrar’s Notes 

Have You Seen...... 

It Occurs to Me 

A Kitchen Bench Conversion 
The Pop Valve 

Modelling the B13 

More Memories 

MotoRails . 

More on Ballasting Set - Track 
Model Train Speeds 
Preparing Competition Entries 
State News 


Queensland 
New South Wales 


On the Cover 


The Queensland Railways B13 4-6-0 
steam locomotive came in six basic styles. 
Number 45 shown here is an example of the 
very low boilered, short drivered wheelbase 
version. This photo is from the late Steve 
Suggit collection, a QR Photo. Plans of the 
B13 by Steve Suggit feature in this issue. 
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Articles for Journal 


The following guidelines, if followed, 
will reduce preparation time for articles 
in Journal when submitted on computer 
disk. 

Disks may be sent in either 314 or 5/% 
IBM format. Incidentally, there is now a 
programme available that will translate 
from Macintosh format to IBM format. 
Before I invest in this programme, are 
there any Mac users out there that would 
submit articles on disk if we had this fa- 
cility? 

Please label your disks with your name 
so I can return it to you. Also, send a print- 
out of the article with the disk. One disk I 
received in the mail was mangled by Aus- 
tralia Post, but I was able to scan in the 
article from the enclosed printout. 

Articles are pasted in a layout using 
PageMaker. This software does all the 
chores of formatting into columns etc., so 
do not worry about formatting your arti- 
cle. 

Headings should be in lower case with 
the first letter capitalised except for con- 
junction words such as "and", "of", "the" 
etc. which are not capitalised. Just look 
at your local newspaper and see what I 
mean. Did you know that tests have 
proven that lower case is easier to read 
than upper case? | 

For the body of the article, do not in- 
dent your paragraphs, or put in a blank 

Continued next page 
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line between paragraphs. However, a blank 
line should be inserted before a subhead- 
ing. Please avoid underlining. Bolding is 
better for emphasis or, if for titles, italics. 

Subheadings should also be in lower case 
except for the first letter. I will set in a larger 
font when doing the layout. 

Any of the common word processor 
packages can be used e.g. Wordperfect, 
Word (DOS), Word for Windows, AmiPro. 
If you are using one of the lesser known 
packages and if your programme permits it, 
please also send a version in ASCII format. 
This will ensure that my software can ac- 
cept your submission. 

Where you also have drawings or 
sketches, please indicate if you think they 
can be printed "as is", or will need redraw- 
ing. We have a couple of members who have 
volunteered to do drawings for us, but they 
need time to do it. Please do not submit an 
article with rough drawings right on the 
editorial deadline and expect it to be in the 
next issue. | 

A good idea is if your drawings are good, 
but your caption or text accompanying the 
drawing is handwritten, do a photocopy of 
the drawing and write the caption on the 
photocopy only. I can set the caption dur- 
ing the paste-up. 

Photos should have their captions added 
at the end of the article, and also be clearly 
labelled so that the right caption can be 
given to a photograph, and also be labelled 
for return to the sender. 

Happy writing! 

Roger Lloyd 


Secretary’s 


Standards 


There have been a number of members 
recently who have been asking about stand- 
ards. There have been some who have sug- 
gested that the current AMRA standards are 
out of date and need to be reviewed. In view 
of these requests from the members the Fed- 
eral COM is looking into forming a new 
standards committee to look into revising 
(if necessary) the current standards and the 
possible adoption of new standards. This is 
something that should be of interest to all 
members of the Association and the Fed- 
eral COM is looking for expressions of in- 
terest from members in being on the com- 
mittee. Can all members who are interested 
in being on the standards committee (wher- 
ever located) and any others who wish to 
express a viewpoint for consideration by the 
committee once formed please let me know. 
If insufficient interest in being on the stand- 
ards committee is shown then the COM will 
have to assume that the current standards 
are satisfactory. 


Membership Numbers. 


At the time of writing the Federal COM 
is in the process of converting the member- 
ship lists over from one database system to 
another. Once the conversion is complete 
then we will go through the list and add the 


Desk 


membership numbers to the other details 
currently held on the system. We expect to 
have this complete in time to print the la- 
bels for the Journal that you are now read- 
ing using the new system and including your 
membership number in the top right hand 
comer of the label. You will be able to judge 
our success in this by checking the top right 
hand comer of the label on the front of the 
envelope that this Journal was in. If a four 
digit number appears in that comer then we 
have succeeded otherwise you will know 
that we didn't make it in time but will know 
where to look on the next label in order to 
find your membership number. 

We will also be arranging to have a space 
for membership number on the renewal 
forms that will be going out soon. We ask 
that you fill in this space with the member- 
ship number off of your Journal label. This 
will make it easier for Norm to determine 
who is renewing without having problems 
with various handwriting and people whose 
addresses have changed during the year 
perhaps without his records being correctly 
updated. 

Stephen Chapman 
Federal Secretary 
(membership number 3733) 


Information and Directory of Office Holders - AMRA 


Federal Committee 


Federal President Brian Tyson 22 Tobruk Avenue Carlingford NSW 02 9872 3512 
PO Box 150 North Strathfield NSW 2137 

Federal Secretary Stephen J Chapman 27 Josephine Crescent Moorebank NSW 2170 02 9824 1295 

Federal Registrar Norm Read 3 Augusta Street Strathfield NSW 2135 02 9642 3828 . 

Federal Treasurer Ken Edwards 8 Easton Road Berowra Heights NSW 2082 02 9456 2868 

New South Wales Committee 

President Phil Kelly 20 Lee Street Condell Park NSW 2200 02 9790 5317 

Secretary David Bennett 200 President Avenue Miranda NSW 2228 02 9524 3655 

Treasurer Jack Parker 34 Strickland Street Bass Hill NSW 2197 02 9724 5348 

Publicity Officer Vacant 


Address all correspondence to: 


The Secretary 


Clubroom address and telephone: 


Victorian Committee 


PO Box 194 Rockdale NSW 2216 
Chapel Lane Rockdale 


02 9567 1899 


President Bob Edwards PO. Box 110, Blackburn Vic 3130 03 9802 6887 
Secretary John Harry 68 Lahona Avenue Bentleigh East Vic 3165 03 9570 4406 
Treasurer Stuart Westerman 10 Gardenia Crescent Cheltenham Vic 3192 03 9583 8655 
Clubroom address and telephone: 92 Wills Street Glen Iris Vic 03 9885 7034 
Queensland Committee 
President Tony Weber 38 Alice Street Goodna Qld 4300 07 288 1819 
Secretary Bob Mawson 633 Webster Road Chermside Qid 4034 07 359 1031 
‘Treasurer Arthur Hayes 21 Madison Street Sunnybank Hills Qld 4109 07 345 7887 
-Clubroom address and telephone: 20 Murphy Road Zillmere Qid 07 862 9633 
Western Australian Committee 
President Simon Mead 11 Grant Street Embleton WA 6062 09 276 8745 
Vice President Richard Smart 22 Astral Avenue Carlisle WA 6101 09 3619631 
Secretary Barry Bryant 139 Seventh Road Armadale WA 6112 09 3991116 
Treasurer Alan Porter 21 Prosser Way Myaree WA 6154 09 330 1848 
09 377 3456 


Clubroom address and telephone: 


(Corrections, additions to the directory would 


24 Moojebing Street Bayswater WA 
be most welcome. Please send them to the Managing Editor) 


a 


Registrar’s Notes 


ATTENTION ALL YOU HAPPY MODELLERS, subscrip- 
tion renewal time is around the corner, Ist September to be ex- 
act. Each year there always appears to be anumber of members 
who go away at this time or never receive a renewal notice or 
the reminder sent out in the SEPT/OCT JOURNAL. Well, as 
the subs are still $15-00 for Seniors and $10-00 for Students 
and $2-00 per Family Member, just send the cheque or money 
order to AMRA, 3 Augusta St. Strathfield NSW 2135 and I will 
do the rest. 

Our name is the AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY ASSO- 
CIATION but I often wonder how many members see beyond 
the walls of their local branch. One hears so much these days 
"Of one nation”. But how much of that is really happening? 

JOURNAL was never intended to be in competition with 
any other magazine, but to be means of communication amongst 
the members and the branches of what they are doing. Well 
over 1000 of the forms, suggestions to the Editor, hints and tips, 
any handy tools etc have been sent out and zilch amount re- 
turned. In the early days when members did build more equip- 
ment, many constructional articles appeared, but I guess there 
would not be a great deal of interest in an article on how to 
remove the moldings from a box or plastic container, cut off the 
parts from the sprues, clean away any flash, assemble and paint 
the finished product if required, although I have seen some 
items,where the assembling was done first and then the instruc- 
tions read. 

I have been able to visit the Melbourne and Brisbane branches 
quite a number of times (but Perth only once) and this is a good 
way to find out ‘how the other half lives’. The advent of Stand- 
ard Gauge has broken down the barriers in the modelling field. 
I remember being surprised at seeing numerous Lima 44s in 
operation on layouts at the AMRA exhibition in PERTH and 
they being not long on the market and over the ensuing years 
the local prototype has become big business but apart afew stal- 
warts one would never know on reading JOURNAL. 

I have seen hours of photos, slides, films and videos at the 
club covering model and prototype but nought of same in JOUR- 
NAL. I am sure others beside the club members would be inter- 
ested in hearing about another member's ‘modelling empire’. 

Norm Read 
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Have You Seen...... 


ee "British Railway Modelling" March. News looks at B&H Mod- 
els limited edition coal wagons; Wychbury Loco Works 7mm scale nar- 
row gauge loco and tender kits; workers in high-visibility vests and 
jackets from Diamond Railway Designs; latest releases from Garden 
Railway Specialists; made to measure building service by Robert 
Silkstone. Test Track reviews Bachmann's J39 O-6-O; Taylor Plastic 
Models latest N scale scenic detail items; Wychbury Loco Works 7mm 
scale kit of Pecket X class 0-6-OST; Parkside Dundas 'Conflat A’. Lay- 
out Focus looks at Great Bardfield, a 4mm scale 18.83 gauge BR era 
layout. The Great Eastern Railway Society. Constructing a General 
Manager's Inspection Saloon from an MTK kit. The LNER B12 4-6-0 
is the subject of a Locomotive Profile article which includes photo- 
graphs and drawings, and then looks at modelling the B12/3. Two pio- 
neer diesel locos described and modelled. Layout construction takes a 
further look at Biggleswade. How to make cheap and quick corridor 
connections. The chronicle of Lock’s Siding continues its O gauge 
history and news feature. Oh, and if you really want something to 
drool over see Finescale Locomotive Company's double page ad. for 
their model of BR Class 8 4-6-2 71000 Duke of Gloucester 

eer "Railway Modeller" March. Railway of the Month is Boldon Junc- 
tion, the Furness Model Railway Club's 4mm scale 00 gauge modern 
image layout. Middleton in Teesdale is an NER branch layout in 4mm 
scale OO gauge. Plan of the Month looks at Edinburgh Waverley - 
West End as an inspiration for an N scale layout. Whitburn Corpora- 
tion Tramways, a 4mm scale exhibition tram layout. Twickenham and 
District MRC describe developments on the 7mm scale narrow gauge 
Tidmeric Minerals Co. Ltd. quarry operation. Scale drawings of BR 
Class 25 Bo-Bo, together with prototype information and photographs. 
Butsfield, an LNER layout in 4mm scale OO gauge described. Detail- 
ing the Lima Class 59 model. Ashdean, a New Zealand based British 
prototype club layout in 4mm scale OO gauge. Constructing a model 
of LSWR Castle Gates signal box in 4mm scale described, includes 
drawings and photographs. Modelling Isle of Man Railway M wagons. 
Part 2 of the article 'From the top deck of the No. 7 bus’, describes 
building the buses and making them steer. Student Modeller describes 
his exhibition layout based on the railways of Sodor especially for the 
children who visit exhibitions, all the familiar faces are there. Latest 
Reviews looks Hatton's limited edition Class 47 in experimental yel- 
low livery; new gearbox from Top Gear Products; electronic caliper; 
Townstreet station building; modelling cradle; Ratio's barrier crossing 
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in N scale; Ruston-Bucyrus 22-RB crane in 
4mm scale; Century Models 4mm scale pe- 
riod buildings; Kestrel Models N scale sta- 
tion buildings; Langley Models traction en- 
gine and deck chair kits. Newsdesk Infor- 
mation gives Toy Fair reports on Peco, 
Bachmann and Hornby, and looks at 
Wheeltapper Coaches release of ex-PC 
Models etched couplings; working colour 
light signals from Roger Murray; 
Townstreet’s Embankment stone walling; 
Ian Linday Models (of Pendle Hill NSW) 
release of SM32 kits for Queensland Tram- 
ways coaches. 

enneis "Railway Modeller" April. Railway 
of the Month is Duffield, a station on the 
Midland main line modelled in 4mm scale. 
Modelling industrial diesels in 009. Two 
Ratio Provender Store kits are used as the 
basis for a pre-fabricated SR store. N gauge 
outdoors, it can be done successfully. Keith 
Barber describes the construction of a 
number of GWR locomotives from 7mm 
scale kits. Scale drawings of Port Talbot 
Railway 0-8-2T. Hardwick, a slice of MR in 
7mm scale. Converting and upgrading the 
Hornby model of BR Class 25. A working 
bus and trolley bus layout in OO scale - the 
final part [OO scale - Grrrrr!]. Replica loco 
nameplates made from matches, that's what 
Ann Hooper has done. Student Modeller 
looks at narrow gauge for young modellers. 
Latest Reviews looks at Eurostar in 'N’: 
Duncan Models 7mm scale farm, etc,. items; 
A Bristol L5G single decker bus from Cargi 
Original Omnibus Co.; Parkside Dundas BR 
'Conflat A’ kit; Hand painted figures froin 
Isobel Francis; Tyrconnel 7mm scale kit for 
Donegal goods shed; Marquis Models lorry 
cabs. 

dus "Model Railway Journal" No. 77. Small 
Suppliers Forum looks at Dave Bradwell. 
Has changed address and indicates forth- 
coming new releases in loco and wagon kits 


It Occurs to Me 
by Leggy Mac 


There are a few things in model railways 
that are sometimes quite puzzling; confus- 
ing at times indeed. One of these in particu- 
lar, I feel should not be the cause of puzzle- 
ment, confusion or misunderstanding. So can 
I put in a few thoughts on what is really an 
important matter, with the hope that, one day, 
all confusion can be eliminated. 

What I'm concerned about is the defini- 
tion of and the relations between scale and 
gauge. 

Lets start with some definitions. Firstly 
gauge, which is the distance between the in- 
side surfaces of the rails in the track. In full 
size practice this varies a fair bit, from 2 foot, 
of which there are thousands of kilometres 
of cane tramway, through 2 foot 6 inches, 3 
foot 6 inches, standard gauge and broad gauge 
up to 5 foot 3 inches in Australia alone. (We 
wont go outside for this dissertation) In mod- 
els, we have a basic range of 9mm, 12mm, 
16.5mm, 18.83mm, 1% inches, 1 inches as 
regulars with a few odd ones thrown in. 
Where some confusion and misunderstand- 
ing arises is when a series of letters is applied 
to these gauges among other matters. This 
can be so easily avoided. 


based on LNER/BR prototypes; Hurst Mod- 
els parts to convert and enhance Relica 
Models BR Mk1 BGs; London Road Mod- 
els amalgamate with Brassmasters and an- 
nounce release of 4mm and 7mm kits for 
LNWR 'Precursor’ 4-4-2T, catalogues of 
products available; Royston Carss 7mm for 
GWR and LMS prototypes; Townstreet 
4mm kit for warehouse/factory structure. 
MMS resistance Soldering Unit reviewed. 
Stephen Williams details the motives which 
led him to construct his Faringdon layout 
and maintain his interest over a dozen years. 
[Stephen Williams Is the author of 3 books 
on Great Western Branch Line Modelling, 
many of the techniques in the books were 
developed whilst building this layout]. 
Martyn Welch gives a construction review 
of ABS/Wrightlines 7mm kit for a Simplex 
40hp industrial shunter built to Scale Seven 
standards, BR 242 ton mineral wagons, the 
prototype and model described, includes 
photographs and drawings. Layout Design 
looks at the Easingwold Railway. Construc- 
tion review of Falcon Brass (ex-Jidenco) 
4mm scale kit for aGWR Cordon gas tank 
wagon, two modellers take different ap- 
proaches. A look at some of Phillip Millard's 
rolling stock built over the past 40 years, a 
fascinating look at modelling as it use to be. 
Gerry Beal adapts and upgrades two 7mm 
vans from Parkside Dundas kits, Improv- 
ing 4mm scale buffers. 

aa "Model Railway Journal" No 78 Small 
Suppliers Forum looks at PC Models range 
of 4mm and 7mm etched brass kits acquired 
by Chowbent Castings and being re-re- 
leased; more stonecast items from Harburn 
Hobbies; Howes of Oxford BR detailing 
catalogue; Firedrake Productions 
whitemetal casting services; Taylor Plastic 
Models 2mm scale snowplough fairings, etc. 
Parkside Dundas 7mm scale kits for GWR 
wagons; ZTC new digital command/control 


Scales, on the other hand, are not defi- 
nite dimensions, they are ratios. Each scale 
is an individual proportion. Each unit of 
size in a model represents a unit of sizeina 
prototype. As far as Australian practice is 
concerned, with one exception, these ratios 


are a mixture of measurements, i.e. so many 


millimetres represents one foot. Only one 
is in a pair of Imperial units. 

Broadly speaking, these scale ratios are 
identified by letters:- N, HO, OO, O&S. Gen- 
erally the ratios these letters represent are 
mixtures of so many millimetres equalling 
one foot in prototype, but one exception, S, is 
entirely Imperial being 3/16 inch equals one 
foot. There is also | scale, being also a mix- 
ture most often accepted as 10mm = | foot. 

For everyday purposes these scales at their 
usual ratios apply to models of standard 
gauge prototype. Where prototypes other 
than standard are being depicted, a suffix is 
added to the identity, indicating the gauge of 
the prototype. In Australia, since gauges 
originated with Imperial dimensions, these 
should indicate prototype gauge. 

Combination of scale and prototype 
gauges do not always coincide with the regu- 
lar commercial track available. For exam- 
ple, we may consider a model of a Queens- 
land cane train of 2 foot gauge prototype. 
A modeller may elect to build a model to 'O' 


system, said to be compatible with Zero-1; 
Backwoods Miniatures latest in 4mm scale 
Irish narrow gauge models. An in-depth 
look at Tan--Y--Grisiau, on the Festiniog, 
modelled superbly by Trevor Hughes in S 
scale, includes some drawings of the proto- 
type. A Festiniog Railway restaurant car 
modelled in 009. Upgrading a Chivers 
Finelines 4mm scale kit of the NWNGR 0- 
6-4ST. LMS wagon Miscellany part 2 looks 
at and models three open wagons. Layout 
design suggests Merthyr Tydfil as a medium 
sized terminus worth modelling. Review of 
a feedback controller produced by John 
Brouwer in New Zealand. Martyn Welch 
explains his method of using nylon ‘grass’ 
fibres to simulate the real thing. GW Mod- 
els rolling mill reviewed. 

samnis "British Railways Illustrated" Janu- 
ary. Metropolitan Railway operations at 
Rickmansworth, photographs, loco working 
diagrams and track diagram of this opera- 
tionally interesting changeover point from 
electric to steam traction. Early experi- 
ments with oil-firing steam locomotives. 
Station Survey looks at Westerham, in- 
cludes photographs and track diagram. 
Brief description of Bilton Junction with 
track/signal diagram. 

... "British Railways Illustrated" Febru- 
ary. A photographic look, with text, at the 
Cardigan Branch. Four photographs illus- 
trate some other railway uses for disused 
coaches and wagons (would make interest- 
ing models!). A photographic look at the A4s. 
The rebuilding of Wakefield shed illustrated 
in words, pictures and drawings. During 
WWII the Americans supplied hundreds of 
locomotives to Britain for use there and in 
Europe, a lengthy article describes how they 
were transported, where and what for, and 
how they were received by their new crews. 
A photographic look at trains in snow. 


Ted Thoday 


or 7mm to | foot scale. The track therefore 
should be 14mm. All fine and very well if 
the modeller is prepared to lay his own track 
to true scale. Most of my narrow gauge 
modeller friends choose commercial 
16.5mm track. To be strictly accurate this 
is incorrect. An alternative to laying one's 
own track is to build at 8's mm to the foot. 
OK - if that's what you want to do. 

There is a way of defining the varying 
scales of dimensions and gauges by describ- 
ing a model incorporating three basics. 
Scale, gauge of prototype and gauge of con- 
venience. So, to revert to our cane tram ex- 
ample, a model could be defined as 'O'2- 
16.5. Another example, QGR 3 foot 6 inches 
at 1/64th (‘S' scale) = 16.7mm gauge be- 
comes Sn3% 16.5 using commercial Peco 
track. A small 'n' indicates narrow, or less 
than standard prototype gauge. 

So, to give full definition of models built, 
three factors should be given. 1, scale, 2, 
gauge of prototype, 3, gauge used for model. 
Examples therefore, 

QGR would be Sn3’/, 16.5 


Cane tram ----- On2, 16.5 
VicRail --------- HObS"%, 16.5 
Etc, etc. 


I believe that such finer distinction is 
needed for clarity of description and elimi- 
nation of'misunderstanding. — 


A.M.R.A. Journal No 226 Page 57 © 


A Kitchen Bench 
Conversion 


Australian National GM 40 T by Rod Tonkin 


The GM 12 class of Australian National has been a main stay of 
their loco roster since the 1950's. It is now being over shadowed by 
the new AN, DL & EL classes. They are still ( early 1995 ) seen on 
the Transcontinental line. As my modelling interest in AN has grown 
a GM 12 became an obvious operating requirement. Lima's Victoria 
Railways S class is available as a repaint as a GM 12. A quick glance 
at some photos shows sufficient differences to make a conversion 
worth the effort. 

AMRM published a plan of the GM 12 in issue 89. Since that 
date a few changes have been made to the locos ie; GM 35-47 have a 
curved intake cowling over the forward engine room pressurising 
fan, All the locos have had the corridor connector removed, The green 

on and yellow AN colour scheme has been added. This project has been 
on the backburner for some time. Recreating the AN logo was the 
major stumbling block. The release of AN loco decals by Broad Gauge 
Bodies and M & J solved this problem. I decided to model GM40 T. 
It's frequent appearances in Kalgoorlie in late 1993 allowed me to 
photograph it from more than one angle. 

The conversion uses simple tools. It really was performed on the 
kitchen bench. All jokes aside its a good work place. The lighting is 
good. It is well ventilated. You can wash up easily. Outside of meal 
preparation times you have a clear run. 

The modifications required to a Lima S class are; 

i) Modify the bogie frames. 

ii) Fill in the staff exchanger recesses. 

iii) Open the multiple unit cable socket housings 
iv) Replace the rear wall & install the ladder. 
v) Fill in the side grills. 

vi) Forward cowled pressurising fan. 

vii) Rear cowled pressurising fan. 

viii) Dynamic brake housing & inlet grills 
ix) Nose mounted air horns. 

x) AN green and yellow colour scheme. 

xi) Cab door steps. 

xii) Fixed cowcatcher. 


Materials 


The materials required for the conversion are probably at hand. 
If not they are readily available ie: 
i) 0.5mm cardstock. 
ii) 2.5mm balsa sheet. 
_ iii) photo copier paper. 
iv) Epoxy ribbon putty. 
v) Contact cement. 
vi) Ladder stock 
vii) Paints to suit (1 personally prefer Humbrol's gloss range 
_as it is great to install decals over) 
viii) Both the BGB & M & J decal sets. 
ix) Masking tape. ! 
x) Scaleways S/GM cowcatcher. 
xi) couplers of your choice. 
xii) Plenty of time ( Its not a five second project.) 


Tools 


The tools required to do the job are simple hand tools. If they are 
not in your tool kit already the list is: 
i) Modellers knife. 
ii) Razor saw. 
iii) Steel ruler. 
‘e iv) 0.5 & 1.0 mm drills. 
v) Pin vise. 
vi) Fine nose pliers. 
vii) Tweezers. 
viii) Set of needle files. 
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Dismantling 


The loco needs to be dismantled before 

work commences. To remove the body spread 
the body shell at the fuel tank and the cab 
doorway. Ease the body off the chassis. Re- 
move the window glazing. Gently prise off the 
front and rear air horns. Push the front head- 
light lens out and set the pieces aside. 
Slide the brass keeper off the front bogie pivot 
pin. Remove the front bogie. Unclip the 
cowcatcher from the front bogie coupler 
mounting. Swing the rear bogie fully to one 
side. Twist the rear bogie out of the chassis. 
In this operation be careful not to disturb the 
brush spring holders. This is a good time to 
remove the existing paint work. If you have 
an AN painted model you may be able to 
match the paint colour and save yourself some 
work. My model was lettered for Victoria Rail- 
ways. A complete paint job was required. | use 
methylated spirits to remove the paint. I have 
found that wiping it on followed by rubbing 
with paper towel will remove the paint and 
lettering. It takes a couple of goes but it’s all 
over in a few minutes. (Its probably a good 
task performed outside due to the smell) With 
the paint gone wash the body shell in cool 
soapy water. This will remove any paint flakes 
still on the surface. Hot or warm water can 
distort the body shell making it useless. 


33 radius 


Sketch 1 

Rear wall 

sheets 

2 required - one as shown, 


one opposite hand 


Sketch 2 Rear 
ladder 


Sketch 3 


Forward pressurising fan cowl 


13 7 


Sketch 4 
Rear pressurising fan cowl 


Bogie Modifications 


The bogies of the GM 12 are plain. The 
S class bogies need to have the holes in the 
side frame filled. The two part epoxy putty 
is mixed according to directions on the 
packet. Fill all the holes on the side frames 
slightly proud. This allows you to smooth 
the side frame down after the epoxy sets. I 
found the putty I used sanded easier wet. 
The cow catcher can be left as is if you are 
going to use the lima coupler. 


Chassis Modifications 


The chassis requires only one modifi- 
cation. Cut the lugs off the forward part of 
the chassis sides. These engage the body 
under the cab doors. They interfere with 
the modifications to the body. 


Removal of Staff Exchanger 


Recesses 

The GM 12 class in the 1990's dont have 
staff exchangers. The recesses in the body 
shell need to be filled in. The epoxy putty 
is ideal for the job. Protect the surround- 
ing detail with masking tape while smooth- 
ing the epoxy filler. 


Multiple Unit Sockets 


Over the years AN has either removed 
the MU socket covers or not bothered to re- 
place them as they fell off. The MU socket 
ona GM 12 is below the mounting on anS 
class. It's immediately above the anti 
climber. The exact position is shown on the 
drawing. Drill a 1.0 mm hole and open it 
out with a fine square file to 3mm square 
for each socket. The existing closed multi- 
ple unit socket covers on the S class body 
are filled with epoxy putty and filed 
smooth. 


Rear Wall Replacement 


After a couple of false starts | came up 
with amethod that worked. First all the de- 
tail on the rear wall either side of the gang- 
way is scraped and filed off. Fill the rear 
windows with epoxy putty and file smooth. 
The rear wall of a GM is ribbed for strength. 
New wall halves were drawn up on photo 


copy paper as per the sketch.(SK-1) The 
ribs were embossed with a ball point pen. 
The pieces were cut out and cemented to 
the rear wall with contact cement. The lad- 
der is cut and bent to shape as shown on 
the sketch.(SK-2) Drill the mounting holes 
and trial fit the ladder. For reasons that 
will become painfully obvious later. Don't 
cement the ladder into position. Leave it 
aside till the paint job is complete. Modify 
Side Grills 

The side grills on a GM are much 
smaller than on theS class. The additional 
plain panels are made from photo copier 
paper. I followed the drawing from AMRM 
for the size required. The cover strips are 
also cut from photo copy paper. 


Forward Cowled Pressuris- 
ing Fan 
The former for the fan cowling is 2.5 
mm balsa wood.It was cut to size and pre 
bent to fit the roof. It is secured with con- 
tact cement. The cowl is made of photo 
copier paper. It was cut as per the 
sketch.(SK-3) After folding to shape it is 
contact cemented to the former. To remove 
the joins in the sides of the cowl they were 
filled with epoxy putty and filed smooth. 


Rear Cowled Pressurising 


Fan 

The rear pressurising fan is an per the 
AMRM drawing. Before the former is in- 
stalled the existing fan needs to be re- 
moved. I used a razor saw. This way the 
fan can be salvaged for the parts box. The 
former is 2.5 mm balsa. The cowl is photo 
copier paper. Cut the cowl as per the 
sketch.(SK-4) Once it is cut and folded it 
can be contact cemented to the former. 
Dynamic Brake Fan and Inlet Grills 

The existing inlet grills on the S class 
roof need to be removed. I achieved this 
by scraping them off with a sharp knife. 
Any remaining bumps where smoothed off 
with needle files. The rear dynamic brake 
fan of the S class will become the GM dy- 
namic brake fan. The fan housing is built 
up of 0.5 mm card as per the sketch.(SK- 
5) The gaps between the card and the roof 


=. 
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Sketch 5 
Dynamic brake 
fan ducts 


Sketch 7 


eo, | 
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are filled with epoxy putty. The inlet grill 
openings are easily cut into the body. Ex- 
tend the rear cab side window openings as 
shown on the sketch.(SK-6) The grill was 
made by embossing paper to simulate the 
grill. The opening in the body is then built 
up to form the grill and the rear side panel. 
Keep the parts flush with the inside of the 
body shell. This will allow you to still use 
the glazing moulding for the port holes. 


Fixed Cowcatcher 


The fixed cowcatcher can be installed 
now. A slight modification to the Scaleways 


moulding will achieve two ends. It will al- | 


low you to model the air brake hose mount- 
ings. The coupler mounting can be made 
sturdy enough to carry heavy loads. This is 
important as in the 1990's GM class locos 
are usually trailing unit. The cowcatcher 
coupler takes the full load of the train. 
Sketch (SK7) shows the styrene part that 
does both jobs. The loco body is filed back 
to fit the part and the modified cowcatcher 
is epoxied to the loco body. i 


Painting 


Now your loco looks like a GM class its 
time to paint it. The paint colours you use 


Scale Ways 
cow catcher 
mounting plate 


21° radius 


Sketch 6 


are up to you. The actual colour of a proto- 
type loco depends on: how the paint has 
aged, the lighting conditions and how 
grubby it is. The colour it comes out in col- 
our slides or prints can be different due to 
the specific film characteristics. The light- 
ing on your layout will affect the colour you 
see. Even the matt finish you use to cover 
the shine of the decals will affect the col- 
our. The upshot of this is I pick a stock 
colour as close as I can get. Paint the model 
and use weathering till it looks right. This 
is prototypical. AN are rather good at weath- 
ering rolling stock. 

I've found the green Humbrol paint cov- 
ers the yellow better than vice versa. The 
yellow side panels and rear wall were given 
two brush coats of paint to the manufactur- 
ers instructions. Now it a good time to paint 
the rear wall ladder yellow. The fans and 
air inlet grills were painted a dull brown. 
When this had thoroughly dried (I prefer to 
allow a couple of days) the edges of the yel- 


low wall panels are masked. The reason for, 


the delay is to ensure the masking tape peels 
off the paint. Not the masking tape peels 
the paint off. The green paint can now be 
applied. As soon as it is dry peel off the 
masking tape. Removing it as per the sketch 
SK8 reduces the chance of peeling the paint 
off. The loco is now basically painted. The 
black stripe at the bottom of the sides can 
be applied with the BGB decal strips. I brush 
painted my loco. Using a partly filled brush 
I found I could paint the bottom cover strip 
quite easily. The fuel tank skirt and anti 
climber on the nose were also hand painted 
black. | 

The exhaust stacks interiors and the 
pressurising fan inlets are painted matt 
black to give them depth. The bogies and 
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Dynamic brake inlet 
grills (both sides) 
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Sketch 8 
Masking tape removal 


fuel tank are painted black. Paint the frame 
edge black at the cab end. This will show 
up when the loco is assembied through the 
MU cable sockets. Paint the number boxes 
black. This is to suit the BGB number box 
numbers. 


Lettering 


The decaling can be started at this point. 
The yellow stripes along the sides are the 
BGB wide yellow stripes. Cut them at the 
edge of the stripe. This allows them to fit 
along the bottoin of the top cover strip. The 
top cover strip was hand painted yellow. 
Using the same technique as the bottom 
cover strip. The nose striping takes a little 
thought. Decals don't fit well on three di- 
mensional curved surfaces. The method I 


Sketch 9 
Air horn mounting 
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adopted turned out to be simple. Cut some 
nose striping to fit three areas. From the anti 
climber to beneath the headlight mounting. 
From the top of the headlight mounting to 
the wind shield. From the peak of the roof 
to rear of the vellow striping. 

Apply the decals as per the manufactur- 
ers instructions. You will have to slit the 
decal on the top of the nose to sit down 
around the headlight mounting. Allow the 
decals to dry thoroughly. You will see there 
are areas the decal couldn't reach. Using the 
decal as a guide mask the missing areas. 
These areas can now be touched up with 
yellow paint. The decals are little or no 
use on the nose below the anti climber. | 
masked the area using the photos as a guide 
and painted these stripes. This area gets 
filthy quickly. An easy way out would be to 
forget these stripes and heavily weather the 
area. The rear wall of a GM is yellow with 
green stripes. 

The BGB decal set has fine black stripes. 
These are intended for the black line on the 
bottom of the body sides. I painted these 
green. When the paint was dry they were 
cut out and applied as per instructions. Re- 
sult neat green stripes. When the decals are 
set the ladder can be installed. 

Now the loco can be given an identity. I 
used the M&J decals for this part of the job. 
GM 40 has T as its computer check letter. 
After applying the decals I noticed the GM 
class dont have a dash between the number 
and check letter. Next time the yellow paint 
is out it can be attended to. The number box 
numbers are from the BGB decal set. 


Nose Mounted Air Horns 


The air horns on a GM class are 
mounted on the nose above the headlight. 
The S class air horns can be reinstalled to 
recreate this. Drill three 0.5 mm holes in 
the nose as per the sketch.(SK-9) The sin- 
gle horn is mounted in the forward hole. The 
multiple horn assembly is mounted into the 
two rear holes. Cab Doorway Steps 
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Managing Editor 

AMRA Journal 

Dear Sir 

| am writing in response to the Editorial 
columns of Journals No 224 and 225. 

First, my sympathy and appreciation for 
the effort put in by the people who work so 
hard to put Journal together. 

For the longer term, though, I strongly 
suggest that the Federal Committee initi- 
ate inquiries about the possibility of some 
sort of amalgamation with the S.C.R.M.A. 
(of which | am not a member). 

I believe that the Australian modelling 
scene will be better served by a single or- 
ganisation/magazine covering the interests 
of all modellers in Australia. 

How about it? At least consider the pro- 
posal and see what might be possible. 

Ken Cowen 
Qid (O 2808) 


Sketch 10 
Cab door steps 


Now the paint job is complete the steps 
up to the cab doors can be added. On each 
side of the loco there are two steps up to the 
cab floor level. On the prototype they are a 
shiny colour probably stainless steel. The 
model ones are 0.5 mm card painted silver 
then cut and formed as per sketch (SK-10). 
They are spaced as shown on the prototype 
drawing. SK-10 shows how the ladder be- 
low the steps is attached. 


Weathering 


With the painting and lettering complete 
your loco can be weathered. This is very 
much a personal matter. My goals in weath- 
ering are to show rolling stock as it is in serv- 
ice and highlight the details. AN locos ap- 
pear to get the under bodies covered in 


Body 
moulding 


Glazing 
moulding 


Frame 
moulding 


brown grime from the track. The roof gradu- 
ally blackens from diesel exhaust. The nose 
sides and end are a mixture of the two. The 
upper surfaces of the nose and end get very 
grubby. This appears due to exhaust from 
other locos in multiple unit operations. A 
normal operating feature on the trans line. 


Finishing Touches 


With all painting complete the loco can 
be given a coat of matt finish. This will kill 
the gloss paint shine, hide the edge of decal 
films and provide a finish that can be han- 
dled. Now isa good time to check out the 
motor and pickup system. With this OK you 
can reassemble the chassis and fit the body. 
After some breaking in trials you can hand 
your GM class over to operations. 


Wanted 


Hornby Coaches 


3 off R433 LMS Composite 
4 off R431 SR Composite 


3 off R438 BR 1st open dark blue 


3 Off R439 BR 2nd open dark blue 
2 off R722 BR 2nd dark blue 

2 off R727 BR Composite dark roof 
1 off R727 BR Compositie light roof 
1 off R728 BR Brake 2nd dark roof 
1 off R728 BR Brake 2nd light roof 


"OO" Scale 


AMRA Member 
Malcolm Booker 
11 Kildare Grove j 

Killarney Heights 
NSW 2087 
Phone 
(02) 9451 8807 


Modelling 


by S Malone 


The Queensland Railways B13 or F class 
4-6-0 locomotives could be the most inter- 
esting and varied of any QR steam Loco- 
motive. They came in three styles of wheel 
spacing - short, not so short and long driv- 
ing wheel spacing. Plus many types of boiler 
heights and arrangements were found. 

The class was introduced in 1883, most 
were rebuilt with higher boilers, deeper and/ 
or wider fireboxes around 1900. Most went 
to the scrap heap in the 1930's. A total of 
112 B13 locos were built. Fortunately one 
B13 lasted long enough for preservation, No 
48, a short wheelbase version, donated to 
the QR Steam Loco museum in 1969 by 
Bingera Sugar Mill. 

The drawings supplied in HO scale are 
from the Late Steve Suggit collection. The 
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the B13 


loco's total width over running boards is 
Tir’. 

Of special interest is the 25 B13 locos 
converted to high boiler, wide firebox and 
drummond type smokeboxes which had the 
front plate sweeping up from the outer edges 
of the running boards. This type of B13 was 
known as ‘Ping Pongs’, 21 were the short 
wheelbase version, 4 were long wheelbase 
version. 

For further info on the prototype one can 
do well by visiting John Armstrong's excel- 
lent article in the ARHS Bulletin No 482, 
December 1977. This has drawings show- 
ing the 6 basic types. The book 'Locomo- 
tives in the Tropics Vol |' also by John deals 
with the B13 as well. The B13 locos also 
saw service in the Central Australia Rail- 
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way of the Commonwealth Railways. 

Modelling the B13 would be challeng- 
ing and interesting in Sn3, even more chal- 
lenging in HOn3'. However with the range 
of Mashima Motors and Branchline and 
NWSL gearboxes available these days, mod- 
elling difficult locos has never been easier. 

The B13 39" driving wheels work out to 
be 15.5mm in S scale and 11.4mm in HO 
scale. So inS scale the Romford 15 or 16mm 
driving wheels would be good. The boiler 
of the B13 is 21mm in diameter in S scale 
so there should be plenty of room for a 
16mm can motor in the firebox area. It will 
all depend on which type of B13 you model 
as to how you arrange the power drive. Some 
may prefer to mount the motor in the ten- 
der and poke a drive shaft through the 
firehole door. 

Easy S scale tender bogies could be made 
from HO scale Roundhouse Archbar Bogies, 
modified and fitted with 12mm spoked 
Jackson wheelsets. 
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by Alan W MacDonald 


Up to this point in my railway career | 
heard many stories, mostly derogatory, 
about rail working in the Brisbane metro- 
politan area and south east district. It 
seemed that, unless crews started in that 
area and grew up in those surrounds, they 
were bound to be unpopular. So, departing 
Longreach for Mayne in Brisbane, I dis- 
counted the horror stories about the 
Toowoomba ‘range’ on trains worked with 
Bi7s or C19s and the suburban ‘scooters’ 
where one ‘didn't get time to scratch. With 
West Moreton coal ‘every six shovels full of 
coal onto the fire required as much ash be 
cleaned out of the fire. There were many 
other stories to dampen one's enthusiasm. 

It was up to me to find out for myself 
and so to Mayne Loco Depot. 

The first job, an early start - 4 am as re- 
quired - gave me a chance to see what was 
what. The ‘as required’ meant do anything 
such as stabling, turning, coaling or what- 
ever was nominated by the driver in charge 
of the ‘boardroom’, including a main line job 
in an emergency situation. Before the shift 
was completed, some of the men on ‘shed 
duty’ or starting or finishing a shift when 
they saw a new face - mine - would ask for 
whom I was firing. When I named my 
driver, some inquirers gave me their opin- 
ions of the said driver, some far from com- 
plimentary. 

The next shift again in the early am saw 
my introduction to the ‘scooters’. Most 
times, we had to pick up the coaches at the 
carriage shed; at other times take over from 
another crew. They usually consisted of 
eight wooden Evans cars, but sometimes 
there were eight stainless steelies. (At that 
time, these were almost new, intended for 
use on electric trains on the quadrupling of 
track which was then underway, but quickly 
abandoned after the then Labour Govern- 
ment was outed). 

Consistently, suburban passenger work- 
ing was an early am start, but if you did not 
sign on about 2 am, you signed off about 
that time! The ‘Sunlander' was a night job, 
one of the few D/E hauled, as was the 
'Westlander. Most of the other long dis- 
tance passenger trains were also night jobs, 
steam hauled. Apart from an odd goods to 
Gympie or Toowoomba, steam ruled. Nota 
great many all daylight jobs, with an aver- 
age of one camp away each week to either 
Gympie or Toowoomba. The power on the 
suburban runs was mostly D17s, or occa- 
sionally a DD17 ‘Blue Baby’. At that time, 
the latter class were almost new. Where 
turntables were available at terminal sta- 
tions, B18s provided the power or, some- 
times, a ‘Betty’ - another class almost new 
on the road. After a short sampling of the 
work offering, I concluded there was noth- 
ing daunting about it. True, occasionally 
we had-a dull steamer or poor quality coal, 
ora rattler and banger’, but that has always 
been part of alocoman’s work. All nighters 


More Memories 


to Gympie or Toowoomba, usually for about 
twelve hours on a B17 or C16, meant some 
hard work for a fireman. For my money, | 
preferred Toowoomba, since a banker was 
always provided for climbing the Great Di- 
vide to Toowoomba, while the trip home to 
Brisbane was mostly downhill - more so 
than the trip home from Gympie. 

I started off on the right foot with my 
new mate, even though it quickly appeared 
he was something of an ‘artful dodger’. he 
didn't appear to be short of friends among 
drivers of his own age group - the early six- 
ties. But, from almost job one, he arrived 
on site when we were just about due to whis- 
tle out. I had always been punctual and had 
always got on with the fireman's end of pre- 
paring the engine for service and, when the 
driver had been late in arriving, had also 
done some of the oiling up or other work 
which was part of the driver's duties. My 
attitude came because from the time I 
started firing, I found it was a team effort 
between driver and fireman on the engine, 
at times doing half the driving while the 
driver fired, or sometimes did other things 
which were part of the fireman's job. Ex- 
ceptions, of course, were in the case of some 
drivers not enjoying the best of health or 
being near retirement. My tardy mate, | 
treated as I had always treated any other 
driver. I was quite happy to do my job and 
leave him to his. So what if he didn't get up 
on the tender and take water? So what if he 
didn't clean the fire for me? He was nearly 
twice my age. Any time I worked with him, 
consistently I had the engine ready when 
we were due to whistle out. But, after sev- 
eral weeks of these conditions, came the 
early am time to whistle out. No sign of Bill, 
so I quickly wandered back through the 
sheds to the boardroom to tell the driver in 
charge: 'no mate, expecting to get a driver 
off ‘as required’. But there was Bill at the 
room laughing fit to kill - no doubt some- 
one had just told a joke. I found out there 
was no need to worry about Bill failing to 
turn up forwork. Always with time to spare, 
yarning at the boardroom, and frequently 
late out. The ‘late out’ act he had done for 
so long, had long ago become expected of 
him by the men in the Signal Cabin, so he 
also got away with it once they had checked 
back to the boardroom to find the culprit's 
name. 

Soon after starting at Mayne, the Roster 
Clerk singled me out for a few questions. 
No doubt, he had noticed the address book 
listed my address as being very handy to 
Mayne. DidI mind if he used my phone to 
advise me of my next working on the occa- 
sions when I finished work before the next 
roster was posted and didn't know my next 
job? No,I didn't mind. Was I open to take a 
‘catch call’ over the phone? (A catch call is 
one where someone is contacted at the last 
moment when acrew member has reported 
in sick or unable to turn in for their rostered 


job). Yes, I was open, as long as he was pre- 
pared to meet me halfway, and give me the 
option of saying ‘no’ without being penal- 
ised by being booked on jobs which left me 
short of time for the pay period. In that situ- 
ation (refusal of duty) the Department 
would not be obliged to pay me the fort- 
night's guaranteed pay. The Roster Clerk 
was a pretty wily character - they have to be 
to contend with locomen’s tricks. He had 
already team me up with one of the most 
unpopular drivers, and no doubt his 
thoughts told him ‘here's a good candidate 
for catch calls; he lives handy and he'll take 
them to get away from his driver’. And that's 
just about what happened. In the six months 
I spent at Mayne, i would have worked about 
half of my jobs with other drivers, mostly 
on a day only basis or an odd camp away to 
Gympie or Toowoomba. The time spent 
with Bill as my regular mate, I accepted 
philosophically, since according to the ‘rule’, 
after | had served an apprenticeship with 
Bill I would, in due course, graduate to a 
more congenial mate, to be replaced by a 
new arrival into Mayne as a fireman for Bill. 
Strange, but off the engine he wasn't a bad 
sort of bloke, but once I climbed those steps 
into the cab he became the world's greatest 
winger - ' the steam's too high, the boiler's 
too full, don't let her how! off, sit down 
youre working too hard, I don't like the tea 
you use, why don't you use ROBUR - 
whinge! Whinge! Whinge! 

And on the subject of accepting things 
philosophically, maybe part of my attitude 
in that respect was formed early as I moved 
from ‘Cleaner’ to ‘Acting Fireman’ in 
Bundaberg. As a cleaner I saw firemen, 
particularly, almost fall apart when they 
looked at the roster for their next working 
week and saw the driver with whom they 
would have to work - booked on at 10.50 pm; 
86 to Maryborough, or maybe 363 to 
Gladstone; on duty 9.50 pm! Or perhaps an 
all night session on a PB on acane train, or 
a C19 for 110 miles to Gladstone. Those 
who didn't get to see the roster were advised 
of their next working on a slip of paper de- 
livered to their homes by the cleaner on 
‘calls’. Frequently, when they saw the driv- 
er's name or the job to be worked, one could 
almost see their morale nosediving. As I 
started to get a bit of the action on the lo- 
cos, I soon found myself adopting a similar 
attitude. I worried whether the driver was 
really a ‘bash artist’ or was the all nighter 
going to really be a nightmare. A lot of the 
jobs I worked were the unpopular 363 or 86 
or similar (taken as a catch call when the 
rostered fireman had reported in sick at the 
last minute). It didn't take long to find out 
some of the not so popular drivers were not 
so bad to work with after all, while the jobs 
of similar ilk could be made quite enjoyable 
with a little effort. 

There were even occasions when a 
driver, on finishing after the shift, made a 
remark that we had had a good night, or 
some similar remark. So, in this situation I 
promised myself that if ever I developed a 
negative attitude, I would give the game 
away. I resolved that I would work with any 
driver on any job. Therefore, after arrival 
at Mayne and finding myself teamed up 
with Bill, I accepted it as just part of the 
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job, and 'made the most of it’, since the sys- 
tem at Mayne was ‘permanent mates. | 
knew that, ultimately, I would advance to 
working with a more congenial driver, when 
the opening occurred. 

I also got a few breaks away from Bill, 
as he was not qualified for DEs. These 
breaks were brought about by my diagram 
working nominating ‘as required’, which 
resulted in my being rostered on a job with 
a driver without his fireman for that day. 
(The diagram sets out the jobs one can ex- 
pect to work, drawn up for months ahead, 
subject to change, whereas the roster con- 
firms or alters the working on a daily ba- 
sis). 

Under the conditions applying, I worked 
with a variety of personalities, but never 
knew any of them really well, as I did in later 
years over a long period of time at 
Woolloongabba Loco. At Mayne, most of 
the fellows I worked with - Bill excepted - 
bent over backwards to help me learn the 
roads and signals. Most of the younger driv- 
ers gave a blow on the shovel to or from 
Gympie or Toowoomba. At time I was told 
"the spoon is yours again” when about to 
tackle the “Little Liverpool” or "Eumundi" 
with a BI7 or a C16 heading a full load, 
boiler water getting low and the steam pres- 
sure a bit short on. Those engines went 
poorly on some of the fuel provided at times, 
but on reflecting on those conditions, I sup- 
pose it kept the coal miners in jobs. 

On ‘shed duty shifts it was the norm at 
some stage when there was a bit of a lull in 
activities, usually about 10 pm or 4 am for 
cup otea time to be declared; the room 
across the passageway from the ‘Board 
Room the venue with a large table and 
forms and crib room facilities. In the ‘Board 


Room’, behind the counter were usually 
three drivers on duty on each shift: the 
board (black) chalked up with the times, jobs 
and power for the shift and any details rel- 
evant to the working of the shift. The room 
facing the Board Room was usually referred 
to as the as required room’, since the ‘as re- 
quired’ crews hung around there, as did the 
men on shed duty, all handy for instructions 
given from the Board Room. In this room 
all kinds of things were under discussion. 

Being new to the depot, I mostly listened. 
Early in the piece, I heard the name ‘Fred 
Paget’ under discussion, along with other 
drivers. The fellow who mentioned Fred's 
name drew a rejoinder ‘aw, he's anut’. Later 
I took a catch call and on turning in for the 
job found my mate to be Fred Paget. I 
thought - ‘this is the bloke who's supposed 
to beanut. After the usual short conversa- 
tion introducing ourselves, we went about 
preparing the engine and in due course 
whistled out. While waiting for the signal 
out of Loco, Fred said to me (up to this point 
very little conversation between us) ‘have 
vou read my book?’. I said ‘no’, whereupon 
Fred reached into his tuckerbox and pulled 
out asmall booklet about five inches by four 
inches (that's 125 mm by 100 mm) only 
about twenty pages thick. He handed it to 
me, informing me that I could have a copy 
for two shillings - about the price of five hot 
pies, back in those times. He added he had 
them printed at his own expense; the prof- 
its from the sales going to a charity which 
he named. 

The title on the cover read ‘Driving and 
Firing Made Easy by FW Paget’. With the 
word ‘nut in the back of my mind, I handed 
over the two shillings, wondering what lay 
ahead with Fred. 
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I had the booklet in my possession until 
a few months ago when I saw an ad in the 
‘Trading Post’ - a fellow wanting a copy of 
the 1949 Engineman’s Manual of the QR. I 
had a copy of the 1952 edition, so I phone 
the advertiser. He must have been happy to 
get it even though it was not exactly what 
he was after, as he came across town in dou- 
ble quick time to get it. 

He was an ARHS member, so I passed 
the booklet by FW Paget onto him, along 


with thestory behindit. Working with Fred 


soon drew me to the conclusion that he was 
not a nut’, but rather he was a jovial sort of 
fellow who liked to converse, on a variety 
of subjects. He was a well informed, well 
spoken and meticulous fellow and good 
company to work with. In my mind's eye I 
recall his cheerful face, neatly trimmed ‘mo’ 
and dressed, one could say, as a picture of 
sartorial elegance. Perhaps he was labelled 
a ‘nut’ because he drank only tea made from 
his own blend, and by firemen, in particu- 
lar, because he was a firm believer in using 
a full regulator and driving by the use of 
the valve cut off. 

After early experiences listening to other 
firemen talking about ‘bash artists’ and be- 
ing critical of ‘full regulator men’ my opin- 
ions had been formed by others. However, 
these opinions changed over a short period 
of time and thereafter I spent many an hour 
in friendly argument with other loco men, 
siding with Fred Paget, firmly convinced 
that the regulator only lets steam out of the 
boiler and it only goes as far as the valves if 
they are centred - unless, of course, the 
valves are worn and ‘blowing through’, in 
which case steam will find its way to the 
cylinders. 
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Voto 


by Peter Cokley 


Passenger trains that also convey the 
passengers’ motor vehicles have become an 
established fixture of the full size railways. 
This article outlines the prototype as well 
as suggesting ways modellers can copy it 
onto their layouts. 

A motorail can be described as a passen- 
ger rail service that carries both the vehicle 
occupants and their motor vehicle on the 
same train service. The vehicle does not 
even have to be a motor car. Height restric- 
tions and therefore vehicle restrictions only 
occur if the rail wagon is a double decker. 
As the railmotor hauled "Gulflander" uses 
a single deck motorail wagon and has no 
tunnels; caravans have been carried |Sharp 
P.199]. Most of the modern type of motorail 
wagons are double deckers... but not all. 

The 1979 NSW timetable [issued 25 
June, P22] has a drawing of the standard 
double deck motorail wagon with cars, boat 
trailers, including boats, and box trailers on 
the lower deck. 

The “Queenslander” service offers both 
single and double deck wagons. The single 
deck motorail wagon is useful for passen- 
gers with oversized vehicles such as four 
wheel drive vehicles heading to Townsville 
and Cairns. Both these cities are bases for 
the fabled "wet tropical rain forests". 

The actual wagons for the 
"Queenslander" are also different to other 
states. Some double deck wagons have cov- 
ers along the sides. As well as protecting the 
cars against stone throwing vandals, they 
have a revenue generating purpose. An enor- 
mous Coca Cola advertisement covered the 
sides of one of the wagons [DDMP 43635] 
departing Cairns Tuesday 29/9/92 (see 
photo). 

Other trains that have used or still do 
use the single deck wagons include: [a] The 
"West Coaster” in Tasmania, [b] "The Ghan" 
to Alice Springs, [c] The "Trans Australian’ 
from Perth to Port Pirie,(Richardson 1963: 
P.8), [d] The "Gulflander” between 
Normanton and Croydon in Far North 
Queensland. 

The spelling of the word "MotoRail” var- 
ies between states. Sometimes it is two 
words, i.e. motor rail. Other examples have 
the more common single word with the capi- 
tal latter "R" i.e. MotoRail. Some Queens- 
land official timetables have different forms 
of the spelling in the one book! The QR 
country timetable issued 31/7/90 has 
"MotoRail” on page 10; but "MOTORRAIL" 
{all in block letters and two letter R’s!] on 
page 13. The "Queenslander" timetable bro- 
chure for 1/5/94 still had "MOTORRAIL" 
spelling. 

One of the earliest motorail services was 
the Commonwealth Railway's Ghan. The 
NM class 4-8-0 steam powered "Ghan" 
hauled passengers’ motor cars on single 
deck flat cars north from Port Augusta 
[Adam 3/1989: P52]. As the wagons were 
flat tops, passengers’ trucks could also be 


Ralls 


conveyed. An extra problem for the owners 
of vehicles on the steam hauled "Ghan” is 
that they had to drain all the petrol from 
the tanks [Adam 2/1989: P35]. 

The narrow gauge "Ghan" had an inter- 
esting motor vehicle unloading method. 
Film Australia’s video, Ghan To Alice, 
shows a fork lift unloading cars off the mo- 
torail wagon at Alice Springs. The north- 
bound "Ghan" was shown with the moto- 
rail wagons coupled just behind the NJ class 
locomotives. Also shown on the motorail 
wagons were caravans and boat trailers. 

The ranks of the early motorails include 
the Emu Bay Railway's 4-8-0 steam locomo- 
tive hauled "West Coaster’. The condition 
of the roads in the region helped generate 
customers for the motorail. In fact, Pioneer 
Tour road coaches were loaded onto this 
train [Richardson P64]. 

The prize for the shortest lived motorail 
service might be awarded to the "Expo Ex- 
press". This extra Sydney/Brisbane passen- 
ger service only operated for the 1988 World 
Expo in Brisbane. 

Another short lived passenger/motorail 
service was the "Alice" between Sydney and 
Alice Springs. The "Alice" motorail service 
was only available between Alice Springs 
and Port Augusta [NSW Timetable 1984; 
P9]. 

Other Australian motorail services in- 
clude the "Vinelander” between Melbourne 
and Mildura, the "Gold Coast Motorail/ Pa- 
cific Coast Motorail" between Sydney and 
Murwillumbah, the "Indian Pacific’, the 
"Southern Aurora’, the "Melbourne/ Sydney 
Express’, the "Intercapital Daylight" between 
Melbourne and Sydney, the "Brisbane Lim- 
ited Express’ between Sydney and Brisbane, 
the "Overland" between Melbourne and Ad- 
elaide, the "Trans Australian" between Ad- 
elaide and Perth, "The Ghan" between Ad- 
elaide and Alice Springs, and the 
"Queenslander" [NSW Timetable 1989; P13}. 

Several of the above no longer operate. 
They were replaced by XPT trains. These 
were the Brisbane/Sydney; Murwillumbah/ 
Sydney; Melbourne/Sydney services. The 
"Vinelander” has found itself travelling by 
rubber wheels on bitumen highways. The 
"Expo Express”, the "Alice", and the "West 
Coaster’ are also part of history. 

1993 saw the inauguration of another 
motorail. This was the "Spirit Of The Out- 
back" between Longreach and Brisbane. 
Luxury sleeping berths for both first and 
economy passengers, as well as sitting cars, 
lounge cars and dining cars, make up this 
train. Another interesting feature of this 
train is that it holds the Australian distance 
record for regularly timetabled passenger 
train haulage by electric locomotives. Clyde/ 
Asea-Walkers built TRIBO 3890 HP/ 2900 
kW 39 class electric locomotives haul it the 
904 Km between Brisbane and Emerald. 
Diesel electric locomotives are used for the 
other 422 Km to Longreach. 


Rolling stock 


Most Australian trains followed a pat- 
tern with the positioning of the motorail 
wagon in the train consist. Sydney would 
be a good example. The trains that departed 
from Sydney had the motorail wagon cou- 
pled to the locomotives. The trains arriving 
in Sydney usually had the wagons trailing 
the other rolling stock. This was to assist 
the quick shunting procedures. 

Sometimes it was different. Janes World 
Railways {1987/88 P.538] has a photo of BL 
34 hauling the "Overland", including the 
motorail wagon. The interesting feature of 
the photo is the box car or louvre van cou- 
pled between the locos and the motorail 
wagon. 

Passengers for Casino [NSW] could uti- 
lise the motorail facilities of the "Gold Coast 
Motorail". As the northbound train had the 
motorail wagon just behind the locomotives, 
shunting was involved. This shunting 
would mean the train locomotives having 
to shunt the wagon off the main train and 
onto the unloading ramp; than reverse the 
procedure before departure’ to 
Murwillumbah. The southbound wagon 
would be at the trailing end and thus a lo- 
cal shunter could cope with the job. 


Modelling the Unreal. 


The "Indian Pacific" did not have acom- 
plete motorail service in 1984. It only of- 
fered the motorail between Perth and Port 
Pirie. NSW passengers missed out [1984 
NSW Timetable P9]. But, your layout could 
perhaps model the 1970's train in NSW with 
a motorail wagon! Is the world going to stop 
if you shunt a motorail wagon onto your "In- 
dian Pacific” powered by NSW 1970's era 
421 or 44 class locomotives? Be adventur- 
ous; model it! 

In the early 1970's South Australian 600 
class Alcos hauled the train south from Bro- 
ken Hill. How about modelling the "Indian 
Pacific", with a motorail wagon attached, 
heading south from Broken Hill, with the 
AR Kit 600 class in the colour scheme of 
the former South Australian Government 
Railways ! 

Jaclass 4-8-2 steam locomotives hauled 
the Wellington bound passenger out of 
Auckland [Shennen P21]. Just imagine a 
motorail wagon attached to the train. It 
might need to be a single deck motorail due 
to the tight tunnel clearance. 

The Midland Railway Co's F 42 could 
look interesting coupled to a motorail 
wagon; especially if it was hauling the pas- 
senger express south from Geraldton WA. 


Conclusion 


The range of motorail operations is very 
wide. Surely, one of the modes of operations 
could be incorporated on most layouts. The 
train itself can be modelled at a terminus 
such as Melbourne. It could also be mod- 
elled en route such as the motorail equipped 
“Overland” working through Ballarat. The 
advantage of an en route station is that load- 
ing ramps are not needed; with the loading/ 
unloading taking place at the mythical town 
"down the line". 

All you need is a location far enough 


All you need is a 
location far enough 
from your other ter- 
minus to entice pas- 
sengers to load their 
cars onto the train in- 
stead of driving home 
themselves. Offer re- 
laxing rolling stock 
and the passengers 
will sit back and enjoy 
the passing scenery 
instead of dodging 
kangaroos and semi 
trailers. 
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More on Ballasting 
Set - Track 


This article follows on from the one on 
the same subject, published in the Jan - Feb 
issue of Journal and contains a few more 
ideas used by the author successfully since 
that article. Please refer to that article, how- 
ever, when reading this one. 

1. To prevent the job sticking to the jig, 
plastic shopping bags provided by supermar- 
kets and left over from your wife's grocery 
shopping are just as good as clingwrap or 
Gladwrap, and so much cheaper. 

2. The track may be ballasted on a thin 
cardboard base instead of a cork base. this is 


Top: Queenslander double deck MotoRail, Cairns 29/9/92. Note advertisement. 


also cheaper than using cork, and Is also use- 
ful for thinning down the appearance of thick 
track sections such as Tri-ang Super 4. 

3. Ballast can be produced by sieving 
any sand or gravel. Sieves can be made by 
drilling holes in 2 or 4 litre ice cream con- 
tainers using a range of drill sizes preferred 
by the modeller depending on scale, appear- 
ance, and degree of authenticity or compro- 
mise, depending on the will of the modeller. 

Most railway ballast has an actual major 
dimension of 4 inches, however, a larger size 
for scale appears to be acceptable. 

The three smallest sieves | currently use 
for 00/HO scale are 7/64", 3/32" and 3/64" re- 
spectively. The first sieve holds back gravel 
that is too large, the second one, gravel which 
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Bottom: Queenslander single deck MotoRail, Cairns 29/9/92. Note wheel clamp. 


is the right size, and the third one allows the 
dust to fall through (even though it is nearest 
the correct size). 

My finest sieve (approx 3/64") was made 
by cutting the bottom out of an ice cream 
container and bolting in some insect screen. 
This has about 16 holes to the inch, and the 
thickness of the wire would reduce the hole 
size to 3/64". This saves a lot of drilling. 

Sieves may also be purchased from dis- 
posal stores. These, however, may be quite 
expensive. If you were intending to buy these 
for making ballast, you would not save any 
money for other purposes and might well be 
better off buying it at the hobby shop. 

Ray Adams 
AMRA Queensland Branch 
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by Bob Wilkes (ON) 


My last comments on train speeds, that 
is real train speeds, provided some com- 
ments and discussion. This time around, 
our Editor permitting of course, comments 
are requested. But this time lam mostly on 
more limited ground, that is model train 
speeds. 

For most real locos, or shall I say, self 
powered trains, it is actually quite unusual 
to find recorded and reliable information on 
a maximum train speed. The exception to 
this, of course, is main line trains, chiefly 
passenger trains, and their locos, and delib- 
erately set up special or test trains. In this 
latter group are runs like the test with a 
standard service HST125 from Paddington 
to just outside Bristol in a few seconds un- 
der one hour, stop to stop, and those where 
an unusual loco has been used as a replace- 
ment for the intended loco: the speed ca- 
pabilities of the 9F 2-10-0's came to light 
this way. For most loco types speed as such 
mattered little, if at all. What did matter 
was the ability to move a train and keep to 
the scheduled timings when doing 80, and 
long term reliability. It then follows that 
for locos used on heavily loaded commuter 
trains, acceleration from rest up to about 35 
mph (did I hear somebody mumbling about 
the Holden Decapod?) is far more impor- 
tant than any top speed. As was pointed 
out before, this led to a level of in-built over 
engineering, which resulted in built-in long 
term reliability. 

Over the vears there have been, and con- 
tinue to be afew staged runs which are more 
(Mallard) or less (City of Truro) accurately 
timed and recorded. But nobody in their 
right mind would set out to discover just 
how fast a WD 2-8-0 with a Windcutter of 
60 or so loose coupled full coal wagons 
would go. 

So for the vast majority of types, includ- 
ing self powered trains, the only meaning- 
ful guide to train speed capability is the 
timetables they were set to work within. 
Even then one has to be cautious, as the 
working timetable often differed from the 
published one, and - at least toward the end 
of steam - most of these were worked out to 
provide point to point timings that corre- 
sponded to a constant evaporation rate, as 
this is the most economical way to operate 
a steam engine. (But do not confuse this 
with constant speed. At a constant evapo- 
ration rate, the resulting speed is a complex 
relationship between tonnage behind the 
drawbar, resistance to rolling motion pro- 
vided by the train in terms of wind and bear- 
ing friction and so forth, gradient, regula- 
tor opening, and the cut off setting. Boiler 
pressure is also involved, as this is also not 
necessarily constant at a constant evapora- 
tion rate.) Nevertheless, from a mix of per- 
sonal observation, and some reasonable 


Model Train Speeds 


Reprinted by kind permission of the BRMNA Journal 


allowances for braking and acceleration, 
some pretty fair guesstimates for the sorts 
of speeds most trains actually ran at can be 
made. 

On our model railways, at least in my 
experience with 00 types, the available 
power is far more than is needed, and far 
more, often, than it should be. the only 
real limitation on train speed, if the track is 
decently laid and the corners are not too 
sharply curved, seems to be how much elec- 
trical power the motor will dissipate with- 
out damaging either itself, or the control 
equipment. Many of the problems that arise 
on areal railway, such as hammer blow, sim- 
ply do not arise with models. Even so, some 
of my models do better than others. For 
example, both Hornby Clevedon Court and 
Dapol Dean Goods use loco pick up, and 
tender drive. But the Dapol is erratic and 
runs best backwards, whilst the Hornby has 
a heavier loco chassis and runs well both 
ways. 

Now all models are made to a scale ra- 
tio. For 00 it is 4 mm/ foot, or | in 76, on 
16.5 mm track (which I know is too narrow). 
My layout has a continuous figure-eight 
loop, which is some 57 feet right around. 
So with a stopwatch and a little arithmetic 
(alright, my trusty calculator) | can deter- 
mine train speeds either in actual mph, or 
inscale mph. On this basis lnow know how 
to set up my controllers so that in scale 
speeds: 

. an eight car HST125 does 125 mph; 
- a Deltic with eight on does 100-110 
mph; 

- a King with the same eight on does 
95-100 mph; 

- any of modified Hall, Manor, or 9F 
with a reasonable train on do around 80-90 
mph: 

- an AEC DRC does around 45 mph: 
and 

- a Terrier or 14XX autotrain does 
around 30-35 mph. 

These are all quite reasonable speeds; but I 
can also be quite unrealistic, for example: 
- a Prairie 2-6-2 with six on will do 
110 mph: 

- a modified Hall double heading a 
Country - which of itself is not unreason- 
able - with fifteen on (yes, 15) will do around 
115 mph. 

At this point | begin to have some sym- 
pathy with Albert Einstein in his Berne 
tram. He was thinking about things going a 
lot faster - | am interested in things going a 
lot slower. 

For the fact is that when I make visual 
comparisons between my trains things start 
getting discombobulated. The HST125 
looks and, with its metal tyres, sounds fast, 
as also do the King, County, and 9F. But at 
the same speeds and running side by side, 


the King and the Deltic do not seem to be 
travelling at the same speed: the Deltic 
looks slower. Similarly, the DRC looks 
slower than the Terrier, which at 35 mph 
looks really busy. 

The visual perceptions do not end there, 
either. A Prairie at 50-60 mph looks a tad 
slow, but a 9F on a loose coupled freight at 
45 mph does not look too bad. A Terrier at 
20 mph looks so slow a pedestrian seemingly 
couple keep up, even though the actual 
speed at 3 min/ mile is beyond reach, even 
for the Olympics. I begin to wonder why 
this should be so, why these seemingly ac- 
curate speeds in fact seem to look wrong. 
In passing, although I have not been able to 
assess N gauge models accurately, I do think 
that the same problem is there, too. Does 
the presence or absence of outside motion 
affect our perceptions? 

One possible factor affecting the per- 
ceived speed in fact is the scale. When one 
calculates scale distances in the usual way, 
the | in 76 factor is applied, and seems to 
work. But when one turns to speeds, the 
scale ratio is again used for the distance, the 
"miles" part of mph, but not for the time 
part, the "hour" part of mph. Thus although 
in terms of both scale and real speeds the 
King is going three times faster than the 
Terrier, only the King looks right. 

In another way, this perception problem 
also arises when models are used in movies 
and the like. The models are nearly always 
filmed at one speed - usually a lot faster - 
and then incorporated into the movie at a 
framing speed that looks right. This inher- 
ently means that both linear dimensions and 
time are being adjusted to some degree. 

So I guess that in the end I am left with 
a paradox. For static models, the scale ra- 
tio when applied consistently works quite 
well and results in models that look very 
good indeed. But as soon as time comes in, 
and things start rolling along, other visual 
perceptions are involved. Further, these 
seem to me to take over in a non-linear and 
somewhat illogical manner. Or do they? 
Does the remembered rate of movement in 
real terms affect our judgement of the 
model? Or was that Deltic actually going 
faster than the ageing and poorly main- 
tained A4 which it replaced.........? 


[As a first comment, | think the problem 
is that the model landscape is not 
really to scale. My favourite train- 
watching spot in England commands a 
view of about two miles of straight, four- 
track main line; how many of us have 
a 140 foot section of straight track on 
our 4mm scale layouts? | find it much 
more difficult to judge train speeds 
accurately over the short distances on 
layouts, and easier in N scale, where 
there is usually more scenery in 
relation to train length than in the larger 
scales. Modular layouts as seen at 
shows, at least where the scenery is 
reasonably consistent in type and 
quality, also give a better impression 
of relative train speeds, to my eye. - 
Ed BRMNA] 
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(Or How to Earn Extra Points!) 


Once every two years many modellers 
from throughout the country meet for the 
(New Zealand) convention. Those of us 
lucky enough to attend these functions find 
that over the years we have developed strong 
friendships with fellow modellers from 
other cities or towns, friends with whom the 
only contact is at conventions, friends who 
after a period of two years will converse and 


enjoy each others company as if the last: 


contact was only the day before. So what 
happens at these conventions? We arrive to 
survey the happy faces, to see whoss there 
and reform the group which for the next few 
days will be somewhat inseparable. We 
check out all the sales tables, mentally not- 
ing all prices and goodies so as to make sure 
there is enough money at the end of the 
weekend to buy some sort of memento. We 
check out and enrol on layout tours and 
have a quick glance at any layouts on dis- 
play at the convention then off to some wa- 
tering hole to sort out some plan of attack 
for the weekend. 

With that sorted out it's off to the com- 
petition rooms to check out the quality of 
models on display. It seems at this stage 
some modellers become disheartened and 
don't enter models because they think that 
they don't have a chance of winning a prize 
due to perhaps a few models being on dis- 
play which look superior to their own. This 
is wrong! To enter a model in the competi- 
tions one must fill out on entry form which 
asks the entrant to itemise special features 
such as if the model is entirely scratchbuilt 
or built up using commercially available 
parts. Those models already on display 
could well have dozens of commercial lost 
wax castings, or a commercial chassis, 
whereas you may have made all the detail 
parts and chassis from scratch. This is taken 
into account by the judges and marked ac- 
cordingly so that your model will score 
higher than one which has used readily 
available parts. So please, when filling out 
the entry forms make sure you note every- 
thing that you have specially built as it 
means extra points. This doesn't apply to 
just locomotives, it applies to all models, be 
they wagons, coaches, consists, buildings, 
dioramas or whatever. On the other hand, 
don't try to fool the judges by claiming your 
model is entirely scratch built when it is not, 
the judges are all experienced modellers 
who know full well that the scratch built 
consist is really a North Yard ‘A’ loco with 
half a dozen Railmaster wagons in tow. 

Quite a few modellers will have spent 
probably the last twelve months building a 


model specifically for the competitions and 


will have it on display in pristine condition, 


straight out of the paint shops, others how- 


ever will have arrived with a shoe box full 
of models picked straight off the layout or 
out of the attic, covered in dust, heavily 
weathered with fly droppings, dents and 


Preparing Competition Entries 


By John Gardener 


Reprinted by kind permission of the 
NEW ZEALAND MODEL RAILWAY JOURNAL 


knocks, pipes pulled away from boilers, cou- 
plings missing, windows half falling out, 
roofs just plonked on top of the body etc. 
Models presented in this way usually attract 
comments.. ‘he's got to be kidding putting 
a model like that into a competition!” 

There is really no need to enter models 
in this condition. 

With afew hours work, they can be made 
to look very presentable and perhaps even 
clean up a prize which would otherwise be 
lost. So what should be done to make your 
model more presentable? Below is a list of 
things which | nave noted over the years to 
be all too common faults and which can be 
easily corrected. 


Locomotives 

Check all piping is firmly fixed in place. 
If its necessary to glue these back in place 
apply super glue by putting a small drop on 
the end of a fine wire and use this to apply 
glue to refit piping. Using super glue 
straight from the tube usually results in too 
much glue. Use the same method to apply 
oil to locomotives etc. Straighten running 
boards which can get bent upwards due to 
handling. Straighten handrails and hand 
grabs. Check funnels, domes etc. plumb and 
in line and correct if possible. Check that 
couplings work and are to correct height. 
Add any extra detail that you feel will im- 
prove the looks of the locomotive. If paint 
work looks OK, thoroughly clean body and 
chassis using a soft brush and remove any 
hard to remove marks with a cotton wool 
bud dipped in water with detergent added. 
Remove old excess oil which will have 
formed round crank pins etc. with cotton 
wool bud dipped in methylated spirits. If 
the paint work is in somewhat of a sorry 
state try to touch up with fine paintbrush 
or look at a re-spray or perhaps some heavy 
weathering will help. 

Now all the painting and cleaning is 
done we can look at the electrics. Clean 
wheel treads and backs where pick-up wip- 
ers contact. Check the tensions on the pick- 
ups and make sure they all touch the wheels. 
Check wheel gauges to ensure back to back 


measurements are correct: 14.5mm for OO, 


HO and 3/16" scale models and 29mm for 
O gauge and 9mm models. Make sure you 
check bogie wheels and tender wheels as 
well as drivers. 

Remove the motor and gear box (if fit- 
ted). Dis-assemble the gearbox and clean 
off old oil or grease deposits, check gears 
are not worn and re-grease or oil and reas- 
semble. Check the gearbox runs smoothly 
with no tight spots which could indicate 
misaligned bearings or perhaps a small bit 
of grit in the gear teeth. Check motor 
brushes for wear and replace if necessary 
and clean slots between commutator. Check 
brush springs and adjust. Oil motor bear- 
ings and test motor with controller. Make 
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sure wiring between motor and pickups 
have no breaks and check soldered connec- 
tions. 

If the loco has lighting replace bulbs 
which are not working. Make sure crank 
pins are tight and also check them for wear 
and replace if needed. Lightly oil valve gear, 
rods, wheel bearings including tender 
wheels and give the loco a good test run to 


ensure there are no short circuits. If you | 


hear funny noises coming from the loco, 
check it out and correct the fault now. Place 
your model in a stout box with plenty of 
foam packing to prevent movement and put 
your name on the box. 


Rolling Stock 


Check that hand grips are firmly fixed 
and that they haven't been bent during han- 
dling. Check couplings are working and at 
correct height and in the case of Kadee cou- 
plings, that the springs are in place. Check 
paint work and repair or repaint. Make sure 
decals are firmly in place and replace any 
which are deteriorating. Make sure any 
glazing is fitting neatly and refix any roofs 
which are lifting or maybe have never been 
properly fixed. If presenting a coach for 
competition, think about installing seating. 
Check wheel gauges and clean treads as roll- 
ing stock wheels do pick up a lot of dirt from 
track work. Clean any dust and dirt from 
your model and oil wheel bearings. The ad- 
dition of extra details such air hoses, hooks 
and chains, extra piping and detail under- 
neath will all add scoring points. Open wag- 
ons if not detailed inside will be greatly im- 
proved by the addition of a load of some sort 
such as coal, ballast, timber or perhaps a 
motor vehicle or two, properly tied down 
with fine chains. If you are to build a com- 
plete wagon from scratch, how about hav- 
ing opening doors so that a load of say boxes 
can be installed inside and the doors left 
open for all to see that extra work. Tank 
wagons could be heavily weathered and 
have oil overflows and puddles represented 
by painting on streaks of gloss vanish. 
Check to see that the type of wheels used 
are appropriate to the model i.e. star spoked, 
spoked or disc wheels. 


Structures 


The structures we build for our layouts 
are probably. the most fragile models we 
build because of the materials used and also 
because we generally use quite small parts 
such as finials, posts etc. The most com- 
mon building material used in the past has 
been cardboard, which tends to bow very 
easily or de-laminate. If you are building a 
competition model, it is best to use styrene 
sheets which are available from model 
shops. Styrene is very easy to cut and sol- 
vent type cements make neat, clean joints. 
It takes paint well, the only thing I don't like 
about it is even after painting it still stands 


out as styrene, its just too precise in its pres- — 


entation, particularly prescribed styrene. 


This is OK provided the model is portray- 


ing a newly completed building. A model 
of a building in not so new condition or per- 
haps in a dilapidated condition would re- 
quire, say the weather boarding to be built 
up using cut styrene strips. However lets 
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look at what can be done to an existing 
model you wish to enter into the competi- 
tions. Firstly remove any dust with a soft 
brush to show it in cleaner condition. Check 
any brick pattern building papers to see if it 
has lifted, particularly around the edges and 
at windows and re-glue. 

Make sure window glazing is secure. If 
the model is of a house, the addition of cur- 
tains will improve the appearance. Check 
any window details such as sashes to ensure 
they are firmly fixed. A few carefully placed 
scratches with asharp knife could represent 
a cracked window on a model depicting a 
“run down’ house. If it's not too difficult to 
do perhaps an open window or two will add 
character to the model as will an open door. 
Shop models should have modelled window 
displays with perhaps the odd advertising 
poster fixed inside the window. Station 
building windows often had sign writing 
applied to the glass. The addition of spout- 
ing and down pipes make a big difference 
and with houses, outside water tanks were 
common in country areas. Many buildings 
also had supply tanks mounted on the roof 
to supply hot water cylinders. Repaint the 


From the Blastpipe 


Yes, it's all over for another year. Over 
the Labor Day long weekend, over 13,500 
people strode through the doors to the Hor- 
ticultural Pavilion, in what was probably our 
second most successful show ever. It has 
been a tribute to the current Exhibition 
Committee that over the whole period of the 
show, not one major complaint was received 
from anv of the exhibitors. It seems that 
this year we have managed to outdo our- 
selves. 

Without doubt, one of the major reasons 
for the show's success was due to'the efforts 
of both Jim Christie and Geoff Bowring. 
Jim's efforts in preparing the show have 
been outstanding, and it has been excellent 
to watch how all the plans come into place 


over the three days. No major undertaking | 


like this can ever be successful without 
someone who can bind it all together and 
lead the members through the event. This 
year, Geoff has excelled himself with a man- 


model if it needs it, but small areas of im- 
perfection in the paint work could be cov- 
ered with a pink prime colour paint to indi- 
cate that the owner is preparing to repaint 
the house. Roofs and spouting could 
have carefully applied rusty areas to add 
authenticity. Chimneys should have sooty 
deposits around he top and make sure the 
chimney pots have a hole in them. Often, 
chimney pots had wire over the top to pre- 
vent birds coming down. Add door handles 
to doors. 

Look around yourself and see just what 
other people have leaning against their 
houses and add these details to your model 
e.g. wheel barrows, garden tools, the kids 
bike, a pile of chopped wood, a pile of coal 
at the gate, perhaps even a coal or garden 
shed out the back. Mount the building ona 
base and grass up to the foundation line. 
Station buildings should have outside seat- 
ing and a pile of boxes, suitcases or some 
other goods waiting for the next train. 


Dioramas 


A careful vacuum will remove most of 
the dust and loose material. Upgrading or 


State News 


agement ability second to none. As Presi- 
dent, I have been able to watch from the 
sidelines and have been impressed with how 
smoothly everything went. 

On the thank you side, the impressive 
efforts of the ladies cannot go unnoticed. It 
is always pleasing to see how the ladies (of 
whom some only meet once a year) get to- 
gether and get the work done. There was 
only one troublemaker in the Canteen this 
vear and that was Colleen Mawson. Early 
on Sunday morning Colleen had everything 
done for the coming day and was sacking 
the iadies as they were coming in. I think 
we will have to keep a close eve on her next 
vear (I'll leave that for you Bob!) so watch 
out ladies. 

The only disappointing note for this 
years show was the shortage of members 
during the three days. It is only once a year 
that the club really asks for that extra effort 
however it seems that the call wasn't quite 
loud enough this year. To those who did 
come and help, it is a tribute to your dedi- 


repairing any buildings should be as out- 
lined above. In addition, trees should be 
checked for any loose foliage and broken 
branches replaced. Check the terrain gen- 
erally for any chipping of the plaster sub- 
base and repair with grass textures or plant 
a bush or some other foliage to hide the de- 
fect. Have an overall look at the display to 
see if perhaps the addition of say a shed, a 
vehicle or person, afew power poles, a fallen 
tree or something similar would improve the 
overall impression. After you have done all 
the work you think is needed to make your 
model presentable, get a fellow modeller to 
have acritical look at it for you. I find that 
after working on a model over a long pe- 
riod, some things can be missed out which 
a fresh pair of eves will pick up. 

It is not a bad idea to take a small selec- 
tion of tools along with you to the conven- 
tion, some glues, a small hobby knife or 
whatever just in case they are needed to 
make any small repairs which may arise. 

That about covers it, see you at the con- 
vention and good luck! 


cation that the club has been so successfui. 
Some members, for example Martin van de 
Pol, we only see once a year, and that is to 
come in and help during the show. Martin 


even managed to collar his son-in-law to - 


give us a hand on the Friday night. Also, 
Matt Colclough came down for the week- 
end form Gladstone to help out and stayed 
over every night for security (I think he 
might have to do something special for 
Mother's Day to make up for it though). If 
only afew more members showed that sort 
of commitment to the successful running 
of the exhibition, we might not have been 
so stretched for man power. Remember, the 
only way we can keep this club running is 
by having successful exhibitions and for that 
WE NEED YOU!! 

Now that the show is behind us, one of 
the most important things to get on with is 
the reconstruction of the layout. Hopefully, 
by the time you read this the layout sub- 
committee will have discussed some of the 
ideas put forward and have come up with 


a 


ww 
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some proposals for you to consider. Please remember, when it 
comes time to making a decision on the future of the layout, 
don't just think about what you want, but consider what will be 
the best compromise for all the members. 

The other major item coming up is the landscaping. A lot 
of people have donated money towards purchasing trees and it 
is with their help that we will get the grounds looking good a 
lot sooner. Thanks for your consideration. Next, it will be 
wheelbarrow and shovel time to finish things off, so come along 
and help out at our next working bee and see how green your 
thumb really is. The dates are given in the club programme. 

Happy modelling 
Tony Weber 


Branch News 


The Monthly Gathering in March was very well attended. 
After the report from the Management, the entertainment was 
the diorama competition, this was not as well patronised as in 
past occasions. Fortunately two of the O scale narrow gauge 
modellers, Ken Howard and Jim Fainges brought along mod- 
ules with interesting structures. Jim's module was of an Aus- 
tralian Steam Powered sawmill with a removable roof to view 
the inner workings, overhead lineshafts etc. Ken's module 
showed a well detailed goods shed from the Tim Mining 2' gauge 
railways in the Atherion Tableland, North Queensland. Both 
Ken and Jim explained the interesting modelling methods used. 
Also both of the modules could be easily slipped into position 
into a layout baseboard, allowing easy construction and easy 
removal for bringing along to such a night. 

The April Monthly Gathering was not held as this night 
was the time to transport the equipment from Zillmere to RNA 
grounds and set up the Canteen. Unfortunately as the last Jour- 
nal was a little late, some Queensland members were not sure 
what was going on. 


Library News 


Thanks to the efforts of Jim and lain, the Branch was able 
to sell some surplus magazines at the show, allowing more in- 
teresting new purchases for the library. 


Northern News 


Ken Edge-Williams reports his growing group in North 
Queensland is doing very well. They are presently working on 
a Sn3' QR layout for a Queensland Rail display. 


Sales Cupboard 


The ARHS Qld Div is releasing a new book called "CRIM- 
SON GIANTS’ which will be $27. This release will coincide 


with the return to 
revenue service of 
BG 1009. 

Leave your name 
with Steve Colclough 
or Steve Malone as 
we will get them for 
vou from ARHS and 
at the same time put 
a few extra dollars 
through the books. 

New wheels have 
arrived so jump in 
while they are there. 
All stvrene sheets 
should be available 
soon after I visit the 
plastic company. 

No.5 Kadees will 
be available in June 
as I have ordered 
enough to warrant a 
larger discount. This 
supply should last us 
till Christmas. 

Steve 
Colclough 


Queensland Branch Program 


June 
Thurs 
Sat 
Thurs 
Sat 
Tues 
Thurs 
July 
Sat 
Thurs 
Thurs 
Sat 
Tues 
Thurs 
August 
Thurs 
Sat 
Thurs 
Tues 
Sat 
Thurs 
September 
Sat 
Thurs 
Thurs 
tion 
Sat 
Tues 
Thurs 
Sat 
October 
Thurs 
Sat 
Thurs 
Tues 
Sat 
Thurs 


Ist 
3rd 
8th 
17th 
20th 
23rd 


Ist 
6th 
13th 
LSth 
18th 
27th 


3rd 
Sth 
10th 
15th 
19th 
24th 


2nd 
7th 
14th 


16th 
19th 
28th 
30th 


Sth 
7th 
12th 
17th 
2\ist 
26th 


Branch Management Committee meeting 
Working bee on the house 

Club room activities 

Landscaping activities at the club 

Narrow gauge workshop 

Show and tell 


Landscaping activities at the club 

Branch Management Committee meeting 
Club room activities 

Landscaping activities at the club 
Narrow gauge workshop 

Layout plan presentation 


Management Committee meeting 
Club room activities 

Club room activities 

Narrow gauge workshop 
Landscaping activities at the club 
Slide show and layout discussion 


Annual auction 
Branch management committee meeting 
Club room activities/layout discussion/construc- 


Layout construction 
Narrow gauge workshop 
Modelling competition 
Club room activities 


Branch Management committee meeting 
Layout construction 

Club room activities/layout construction 
Narrow gauge workshop 

Layout construction 

Annual General Meeting/Slide competition. 


Please note..A "Daylighters’ meeting is held on the 2nd Tuesday of 
each month, contact Jim Hoskins on 208-5288 or John Lees on 204- 
4790. 

The Branch meetings continue as normal, generally the Ist and 3rd 
Saturday afternoons and the 2nd and 4th Thursday evenings. The 4th 
Thursday is our Monthly Gathering, starting at 7.45pm. Contact a Man- 


A scene from "Kyneton". the Victorian Branch layout at the 
1995 Victorian Branch Exhibition. Photo Lawrie Bugeja 
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President’s Piece 


The 1995 Camberwell exhibition has 
been and gone, the overall attendance was 
up on last vear, it was a successful exhibi- 
tion in more ways than one. Our Kyneton 
layout was judged (by independent judges) 
the best lavout, also the best Australian lay- 
out, and to cap it off voted the best display 
at the exhibition by the public. Congratula- 
tions to Lawrie and his gang for the work 
they have put in to bring it up to its present 
standard. | would also like to thank the ex- 
hibitors and members who assisted with the 
presentation of the exhibition and also Carol 
and the kitchen staff for their effort. Neil 
Hambly’'s exhibition report is included in the 
branch notes. 

Kyneton was also exhibited at the 
Hobsons Bay exhibition over Easter, and we 
have been invited to exhibit Kyneton there 
again next year. 

The Day Lighters have unanimously 
decided to change their days of attendance 
as from the FIRST MONDAY IN AUGUST 
(August 7th). The group will then meet 
EVERY MONDAY (public holidays ex- 
cepted) with a 9.30am start and finishing at 


3.30pm. The fourth 
Thursday will then be 
cancelled. When 
there is a fifth Mon- 
day in the month that 
day will be a full run- 
ning day as usual. 

The new agenda 
commencing Ist Au- 
gust will be available 
shortly. Make sure 
you get a copy from 
the club rooms as it 
contains all the dates 
you need to know for 
our activities. 

The Open Week- 
end will be held on 
Saturday and Sunday 


Another view of 3 
Kyneton, taken at 
the 1995 Victorian 
Branch Exhibition 
by Lawrie Bugeja. 


26th and 27th August this year, from 10am 
to 5pm on both days. If youcan assist please 
do so as it is an opportunity to show the 
public what we can offer, and hopefully gain 
some new members, and also make some 
extra money for our club. 
Bob Edwards 
President 


Branch Reporter 


Social Meeting 
Held 13th April, 1995 


Camberwell '95,. President gave a brief 
report on the 1995 Exhibition, details will 
be reported fully when all accounts final- 
ised. A special vote of thanks was moved by 
the President to Laurie Bugeja for his ef- 
forts in improving the appearance of 
Kyneton. Laurie in turn thanked all the 
members involved with Kyneton for their 
support over the last few hectic months. 
Certainly a job well done Laurie. 


Downstairs Notice Board 


Please leave it alone, it is there for eve- 
rvones information. 
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Models for Display. 


Trevor Reeves - Displayed a rivetting 
tool he had made up, uses different sized 
collets dropping down a shaft to produced 
identical rivets. Showed some Victorian 
Railways 4 wheel DW class domestic water 
tank cars he had made from brass using the 
process. Also had on display a cutting tool 
made out of aluminium angle, etc. Very ef- 
fective for producing identical strips of 
styrene. 

Bill Morehouse - Circuit board, to make 
up hand held controllers similar to those 
used on the Stonnington Valley Railway 
(downstairs layout). If enough interest is 
shown these can be produced commercially. 

Graeme Nitz - Showed examples of the 
EMC Shops Greenville 56 foot gondola, 
which is now available in both smooth and 
corrugated sides. . 

John Gilmour - Showed some RP25 
14.43 mm dia nickel silver wheel sets (about 
48 inches in HO) he had obtained from 
Lloyds Model Railways, Canberra, these 
wheels are suitable as a direct replacement 
on the Athearn axle. Useful for OO model- 
lers for re-powering Hornby or Lima chas- 


a 


sis and seeking a larger wheel. 

Roger Howell - With more information 
on the Red Arrow infra red control system. 
It uses PP3 and PP9 batteries and can con- 
trol up to 99 locos, all with a different code. 

Approximately £50 is the cost of the con- 
troller with each loco module being about 
£25. Also mentioned asource fora rivetting 
tool similar to that made by Trevor Reeves. 
Cost is about £25 ex UK, this includes air 
delivery. See or ring Roger if you want more 
information. 

Model Competition 

Winner was Roger Howell with a GWR 
45XX loco and Siphon van, runners up were 
Peter England with a station structure 
(Brent?) and Bruce Race with a VR VHX 
(VLDX?) louvre van. 


Photo Competition 


Winner was Bob Dall with a photo of a 
miniature railway. 


Camberwell Competition 


Vote For Most Popular Display. Prize 
was a train set donated by Powerline. The 
winner was a young Andrew McLean from 
Carnegie. The prize was well received and 
hopefully will give Andrew a good start in 
the hobby. 

Welcome back to our Librarian, Brian 
Southwell, who has been a little un-well. 


Guest Speaker 


Les Maloney - A Comparison Between 
German/ Austrian and Australian Signalling 

Les gave a detailed presentation on Eu- 
ropean signalling in use within Germany. 
Austria and parts of Switzerland. He then 
made a comparison with British signalling 
as tt applies to Australian railways. For 
members with little knowledge of the Euro- 
pean signalling system this was a very in- 
formative session. Very briefly with the Brit- 
ish system, the driver must havea thorough 
knowledge of the road. The signals tell him 
when to start and stop, and where he is go- 
ing, ie if he is diverging onto a branch or 
siding. The European system is different 
in that the signals tell the driver at what 
speed to travel, but not where he going. 
Speed indicator boards tell the driver what 
speed to travel at, and this only changes on 
reaching another speed board, or, when the 
driver approaches a station. In Europe the 
train despatcher has the primary rolein con- 
trolling trains, the signalman only sends and 
receives trains in and out of his station. 

At the conclusion of the talk Neil Riches 
showed some typical examples of German 
signals from the LGB range which helped 
members gain a better understanding of 
their operation. 


Vacancy 


There is a position available of Assist- 
ant Editor for Journal, the main require- 
ment is to have access to a personal compu- 
ter and be able to devote a little time in ed- 
iting text for Roger Lloyd. Also another re- 
quest from Roger. When preparing your 


notes/articles for Journal please use straight | 


text, no indentations, tab settings (except to 
separate fields in a table), do not use capi- 
tals in headings (look at a newspaper) or 
bolding of text. If you do not have access to 


new wizz bang word processing applications 
please dont worry, just send it to us as ASCII 
text and we will do the rest. One more re- 
quest from Roger, with the drivers stand now 
relocated it means there is more space where 
the old one stood. A copy of a proposal to 
re-develop this area is on display on the 
downstairs notice board, read it carefully 
and then talk to Roger if you have any ideas/ 
concerns. Any changes to be made will only 
be done after full consultation with mem- 
bers. 


Special Note 


Open Weekend, last weekend of August, 
volunteers needed, items for display, layout 
operators, sales staff for the food stall. This 
vear Bob Marsden and Elizabeth & Bill 
Secker have other commitments and will 
not be available. Give it some thought, help 
will be most welcome. Remember this week- 
end is for vour benefit, and improvements 
to the layouts. 

Geoff Brown 


1994 Open House 


The Tenth Annual Open House at the 
Club Rooms was held on Sat / Sun 27, 28 
August 1994: the weather being fine and 
mild. 

Attendance was a total (for the 2 days) 
of 831 adults (highest ever) and 261 chil- 
dren (lowest ever). 

Private lavouts were set up and operated 
by Graeme Nitz, John Gilmore, Ron & 
David Welsh and Chris Elliott. Thanks to 
those members for their efforts. 

On the main layout on Saturday, USA 
prototype models were operated; while on 
Sunday, European prototype was in opera- 
tion. 

The Kyneton layout was set up and op- 
erating in the annex. 

The LGB sub-group were well to the fore 
with interesting models and operations. 

Ross & James Pearson set up a very in- 
teresting display of a large variety of USA 
prototype diesel locos, while members A 
Wood, J McClure, A McKenna, I McKenna 
and J Gardner also had models on display. 
(There was even a set of models of Corona- 
tion Scot on display by A Woods). 

The kiosk was in operation with the 
usual reliable group of ladies involved; 
namely J Marsden, E Secker, J Stockfeld, D 
Treseder, M Lloyd. 

Food, etc donations to the kiosk were the 
largest (most) ever, being supplied by Hans 


& Willy, D England, A Woods, R Polistena, 


W Morehouse, R Pearson, S Brown, J 
Stockfeld, J Dall, D Harry, J Westerman, J 
McCarthy, J & C Vella, J Marsden, E Secker. 
thanks to all these people and / or spouses. 

The following members participated in 
the event in some way or other: 


R &J& D Marsden, G Turner, C Hill, A © 


& IMcKenna, N Hambly, L Bugeja, A Miller, 
W Morehouse, R & M Lloyd, G Brown, R & 
J Pearson, G & J Stockfeld, R Bogie, J 
McClure, R Baker, A Woods, J Gilmore, R 
Edwards, W & E Secker, J Harry, R thomas, 
J Davison, J & D Treseder, J Cox, D Leigh, 
C Elliott, R Dall, D Ashton, J Gardner, R & 
D Welsh, R & A Hansen, R Polistena, L 
Maloney, N Jacobs, K & B Wilhelms, H 
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Meijer, P Campbell, C Howden, P Ogier, R 
Watson, N Riches, P Trevena, W McKenzie 
(Snr), W McKenzie (Jnr), O Ely, R Monish, 
C Reuben. | 

Thanks to all these people for their ex- 
cellent efforts, etc. 

In summary, we consider this was prob- 
ably the best Open House even the Branch 
has held and trust that the effort can be 
maintained in future years. 


RJ Marsden & WE Secker 


(Organisers) 
- Programme 
July 
2 SUN 1330 Timetable Opera- 


tion U.K. prototype (General) 

3 MON 1000  Daylighters 

7 FRI 1930 European Running 
Night Swiss Era 4/5 (1968 to present) 

12 WED 1000 Junior Running Day 
(J. Gardner) B.Y.O. train 

‘3? THU 1930 Social Meeting- An- 
nual Auction Items to be checked in by 1945 
hours Model - Standard Categories Photo 
- Night Scene 

15# SAT 1300 Timetable Opera- 
tion B.Y.O. train 

17 MON 1000 Daylighters 

21: FRI 1930 Timetable Opera- 
tion U.S.A. prototype (pre 1950) 

21** THU 1000 Daylighters 

31 MON 1000 _ Daylighters Timeta- 
ble Operation B.Y.O. train 

* Changed from June, 1995 

# Not 8th as shown in previous Agenda 
** Last Thursday meeting 

August 

~ FRI 1930 European Running 
Night General Era 3/4/5 (1945 to present) 
6 SUN 1330 Timetable Opera- 
tion Australian prototype 

7* MON 0930  Daylighters 

10 THU 1930 Social Meeting 
Model - Standard Categories Guest Speaker 
- TBA Photo - Rail Tractor 

12 SAT 1300 Timetable Opera- 
tion B.Y.O. train 

14 MON 1000 Daylighters | 
15 FRI 1930 Timetable Opera- 
tion U.S.A. prototype (Eastern 1950/1960) 
19 SAT 1000 Junior Running Day 
B.Y.O. train 

(J, Gardner & L. Bugeja) 

pa MON 1000  Daylighters 

26 SAT 1000-1700 Open Day 

ya | Sun 1000-1700 Open Day 


29 MON 1000 _ Daylighters 

31 THU 1930 Clinics (t.b.a) 

* Daylighters now meet every Monday 
There has been a change in the Agenda 

for June and July. The Auction will now be 

held at the July meeting and the Slide Night 

will be held in June. 


Annual General Meeting 


Notice is hereby given that the 7th An- 
nual General Meeting of the Australian 
Model Railway Association Victorian 
Branch Inc. will be held at the Clubrooms, 
92 Wills Street, Glen Iris on Thursday, 14th 
September, 1995 at 8.00 p.m. 
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Ordinary Business 


1. To receive apologies. 

2. To confirm the minutes of the 6th 
Annual General Meeting. 

3. Toreceive reports from the Commit- 
tee on the transactions of the Branch dur- 
ing the last preceding financial vear. 

4. To receive and consider the Finan- 
cial Statements submitted by the Branch in 
accordance with section 30(3) of the Asso- 
ciation’s Incorporation Act 1981. 

5. Presentation of Annual Awards. 

6. Toelect the President of the Branch 
and three members of the Committee. 


Special Business, 


1. To conduct anv other business of 
which proper notice has been given to the 
Secretary in accordance with Rule 13(3). 


Nominations for President and members 
of the Committee and Notice of Special 
Business to be discussed at the Annual Gen- 
eral Meeting must be delivered to the sec- 


retary by 6.00 p.m. on Monday, 28th August, 


1995. 
Nomination and Postal Vote form may 
be obtained from the Secretary. 
John J. Harry 
Secretary 


1995 Camberwell 
Exhibition 


On behalf of the Committee and myself, 
| would like to thank all members who as- 
sisted. It was a good effort as we were down 
on volunteers this year. The co-operation 
was particularly good this time around. 

Attendances were average, but without 
the revenue the Association would be strug- 
gling, so a good effort by all. 

Special thanks to Carol Jenkinson and 
Co for the tucker, as that was Carol's last 
time as Catering Manager. I would like to 
hear from any person who would be willing 
to take over as catering manager - ring me 
on 848 8162. anytime. 


Open Modelling Competition 
Winners 

Best Model - SAR steam loco X45 4 mm 
Scale Built by Frank Kelly 

Best Loco - SAR steam loco X45 4 mm Scale 
Built by Frank Kelly 

Best Structure - Benalla Signal Bridge by 
Tony Kociuba 

Best Freight Wagon - GWR Macaw Wagon 
7 mm Scale by Graham Ellery 

Best Passenger Car - VR ABE Coach HO 
scale by David Foulkes 

Best Aust Kit, Fyfe Thora Award - VR ABE 
Pass Car by David Foulkes 
Photographic Competition 

Best Photo - Vance Jct by Laurie Green 
Best Model Photo - As above 

Best Prototype Photo - Water Column by 
Norm Bray | 

Best Display Awards 

Exhibitors Choice - “Kyneton” by Vic 
Branch AMRA 

Judges Awards 

Best Commercial Display - Precision Scale 


Models 

Best Society Display - 

AMRA 

Best Private Display - Lizard head on the 

Rio Grande 

Best Display by Public Votes 

Ist “Kyneton” (481 votes) 

2nd ‘“Seemore’ (406 votes) 

3rd Lizard Head on the Rio Grande 
(375 votes) 

Winner of the PowerLine Train Set - 

Andrew McLean of Carnegie 

Winner of "U" Drive Comp - $100 Voucher. 

Courtesy of BranchLine- Tavis Hounam of 


East Ringw ood 
Neil Hambly 
Exhibition Manager 


"Kyneton’ Vic Branch 


Wagon Changes 


Number 1. 

Ron Polistena is at present building 
some of the Broad Gauge Bodies VPCX bulk 
cement wagon. However it seems when he 
went look at the wagons at his nearest sid- 
ing there were two classifications; some of 
the wagons were VPCX and some were 
VPAX. Ron was unable to detect any physi- 
cal differences between the two classes, so 
he asked me. After talking to the people 
concerned from V/Line Freight it seems the 
reason for the change is a conversion of 40 
wagons to fit the Australian Cement load- 
ing facilities. The wagons converted (VPAX) 
are fitted with Kockums 14 inch inlets, 
whereas the VPCX wagons are still fitted 
with 10 inch inlets. So if you want some di- 
versity with vour fleet of cement wagons 
then use both codes, as the difference on 
the model for the two inlets is only | mm | 
would not be to concerned about modify- 
ing the BGB kit. 


Number 2. 

Recently noted (11/4/95) on an 
interurban H set was power van PH 452, 
nothing unusual about that except the van 
is now fitted with timkem bearing A3 ride 
control bogies in lieu of the heavier BX type 
passenger bogies as originally fitted. So if 
you are thinking of building a PH power van 
using the Broad Gauge louvre van kit 
(BK43) as a basis, and you are concerned 
with not having the correct bogie, then 
worry no more, the Steam Era XSC#1 is 
very close, except it has Koyo type roller 
bearings. Then again you may wish to ob- 
tain one of the Train Hobby models due out 
shortly, here you will have a choice of ei- 
ther version, and of course with the correct 


bogies. 
GHB 


Coming and Going 


With the standard gauge from Mel- 
bourne to Adelaide now in operation it is 
interesting to reflect on some of the com- 
ments previously made in the media. One 
of those was that the Indian Pacific would 
in future travel across Australia, via Mel- 
bourne. In the May/June issue of NET- 
WORK in an article titled, Selling The In- 
dian Pacific, there was a reference to this 
which said. "If the Indian Pacific ceased to 


run through Broken Hill - and that possi- 
bility is not even contemplated as a very 
sizeable coach class business would be lost”. 
Also in the same article was mentioned 
"there is an international tourist market 
which likes to see Sydney, Adelaide and 
Perth, but which is also keen to experience 
the unique Outback settlements of Broken 
Hill, Cook and Kalgoorlie”. My guess is The 
Ghan, not the Indian Pacific, may well 
travel via Melbourne and in doing so take 
the place of the Overland which ceased run- 
ning on broad gauge at the end of March. 


GHB 


What’s in the Shops 


If you are looking for that hard to get 
piece of shaped balsa wood, either square, 
oblong, triangular or round, in a variety of 
sizes, then may I suggest a visit to either The 
Hobby Place Train Shop in 273 Lonsdale 
Street, or Hearns Hobbies in 295 Flinders 
Street. Both have an extensive range to 
choose from and the prices are quite rea- 
sonable. 

Apart from a great range of North 
American rail equipment, Rail 'N’ Thusiast 
of Surrey Hills have a number of well de- 
tailed modern highway vehicles from Con 
Cor. Fhese vehicles are produced by Herpa 
of Germany for Con:Cor and are good value. 
If you need semi-tippers, that are typical to 
Australia, for use at your wheat silo, or coal/ 
gravel loading: facility ‘with, tractor units 
such as Kenworth, Mack, Freightliner etc, 
then a visit to 680 Canterbury Road will sat- 
isfy. your needs. 

GHB 


More News 


A brass New South Wales Railways 
Beyer-Garratt in O gauge. Yes, Precision 
Scale Models have made the big decision 
and are going to produce a total of 75 of the 
AD60 with delivery expected in late 1996. 
Most will go overseas, but a limited number 
will be available for Australian collectors. 
The model will measure 78 cm overall and 
of course be factory painted and individu- 
ally numbered. If you are interested, give 
John Sargent a call. Also Train Hobby are 
going to produce a series of brass scale Vic- 
torian Railways somersault signals for late 
1995, they will be fully operational for ei- 
ther manual or motor operation. There wiil 
be several variations of the single doll, dou- 
ble doll and the bracketed double/triple doll. 
All will be mounted on the typical VR lat- 
tice post with finial. Price is expected to be 
$150 to $200. Again, if you are interested, 
give John a call. 

GHB 


Catch point! 
My apologies to Geoff Brown for 


omiting the caption of last months 
cover photograph. That photograph 


was taken of "Kynteton’ at the last Vic 
Branch Open Day, and prior to its sub- 
stantial rework for this year's Victo- 

rian Branch Exhibition 
Managing Editor 
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i ] LINIC-PROOPS WA 1C-PROOPS WA 
For ail your specialised tool requirements 
MICRO CHUCK 


*P ioe wee malimly im drill preee or hand held tonole 
eGrippimnma is e8Beasy.firm and artcurate. | 

Tan toe held im amy 1/78" or B78" collet or standard check. 
tSuitable for 60 to SO wire gauge drills.s.senneese $10.00 
ALITOIMATIC CENTRE FUNCH . | oe 
*Haridened and ground Punch Point. 

*#Heavy knurled body for Basy handlina....... ‘os awe BEI OG 
*Pioimt is @asily removed for reshapina or raeaplacement.  * 
V-BLOCK AND CLAMP SET 

*Macde of tool steal.,hardened and arourd. 

*Matirbfiaed acturacy of gone" 

*Supplied im Pairs with two clamps... 2.252. ee $60.00 
*V capacity 1". size of blocks 1 1/74" x 1 1/4 x 1 5/8". 
FIN VICE SET . 

*Td2al for holdima small tomrls . rods. wires and taps etc. 
*Tcollets grip tisahtly when chuck is tightened. | 
*tee led fimaer aripe. *Size ranae 0 - B/16".......2.720.00 
MACHINIST'S SCRIBER (4 types? 

*hrwr led body with a mut cap for better arip. 

tHardeanad point. Overall lLanath 138m oo ive seuvue eee OU 
DEFTH GAUGE WITH FPROTRACTOR 

*The protractor is permanently etched with graduations 
*froom 2 -1LS07T in opposite directions. 

*Tine seule is adjustible throughout its Lenath 6" 150mm 
tSpring tamsion mut blocks the rule for accurate dapth and 
Bnagieo MOARUPMENTS. 2c. wc cee ee ee ee ew eee es be e's te se SLI. EO 
FIN CHUCK SET 

*hasigned for holding emall drills cap 0 -3/32" 

*Oomplete with three interchangeable collets ....#15.00 
ARTHIMEDEAN DRILL 

*Spiral type hand drill with steel chuck (9-1.0mm) 
*Superbly made preciszon tool with applications in many 
Eee ee ea eae . & 6 eee tease éivcaceea ccs Bs 00 
P\ UNIVERSAL WORKHOLDER | 

*tUsefiul for holding small and odd shaped parts. 

*for carvina, Sawina, polishing etc. includes four pegs for 
various postions as reaquirad. .. ccc www eee see ene ns $30.00 
MICROBOM DRILL SETS 

H.S.S 2O POC SET @.3MM - Li. é6MM & 60- SO... eee wee pe FL7LOD 
MAIANIFEYES — 

*tLightweight fully adjustable headband 

*#Coomelebe with theese clip interchange lanes, 

* {1 B/4, 2 1/2, 2 3/45 | 

* fantastic for intricate work ee wie we ewe cc wen wo ws SLE FS | 
SWISS ANE ENGLISH FILES | 

OVER 400 DIFFERENT SHAPES. CUTS AND SIZES IN STOCK 

WE USUALLY HAVE THE ONE YOU HAVE BEEN LOOKING FOR. 

ALL FILES.........%7.00 OR FIVE FILES wee ee ne ee FS. 
PLUS HUNDREDS OF MOTHER HARD TO GET TOOLS, 

SEND FOR QUR FREE FRICE LIST 

MATL ORDERS ARE ALWAYS SENT ON THE DAY WE ET THEM. 
ORDERS OVER €50.00 FPOSTAGE IS FREE OF CHARGE. 

*SEE US IN YOUR STATE AT YOUR MAJOR EXHIBITIONS 


~ 


WE HAVE MOVED TO A NEW WAREHOUSE 


Unit 2/9 Corbusier Place Phone/fax: (09) 2402939 
Balcatta W.A. 6021 Mobile: 015 283 414 
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WANTED! 
Model Trains 
All makes, models and gauges 
Hornby * Triang * Wrenn * Fleischmann * Lima * Rivarossi 
L.G.B. * Athearn * Marklin * Powerline * Bachmann * Roco 
Mainline * Dapol 
Model Railway Equipment 
Collections * Single items * Deceased estates * anything considered 
Early Toy Trains 
Clockwork * Electric * Steam * Tinplate * Diecast * Engines 
Rolling stock * Accessories * Catalogues 
Bassett-Lowke * Hornby * Bing * Lionel * Robilt * Ferris 
Trixtwin * Mettoy * Hornby-Dublo * American Flyer * Marx — a 
Leeds * Ives * Exley * Farish * Bowman ” 


All old and early trains and toys considered! 


Wanted by enthusiastic collector, member of Train Collectors 
Society and Hornby Railway Collectors Association 


Top cash paid for good quality items 
Write to Train Collector, 4 Tarwin Court, North Dandenong, 


Vic 3175 | @ 
Phone (03) 795 3646 
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THE GREAT RAILWAY 
“SWAPMEET" 


Organised by the Australian Railway Historical Society 
VICTORIAN DIVISION 
at 
St. Andrew's Uniting Church Hall, Malvern Road GARDINER 
on 
Saturday, 19th August, 1995 
| 10.00 am to 4.00 pm 
Admission $1.00 
| It is proposed to hold "SWAP MEETS" on a quarterly basis in 1995, the next 


| tentative date being November 18. 
Further information from - lan Jenkin 6 Hope Street, Glen Iris 3146 
Telephone (03) 509 4564 evenings. 
S # ¢ @ 
Magnificent Magazines — at- 


a Train World Ph (03)596 6342 


624 HAWTHORN ROAD EAST BRIGHTON 3187 
PQ. BOX 2100 NORTH BRIGHTON 3186 


Viti nn 


r\ 


RITISH RAILWAY 


—~ 2» he 
a) = oN 
Back Track ae 


Visit Train World lo +0 Trey — - 6.30 pm 
Gag 10am. — O p.m. 
Sata Cay Qa.m. — 2 he p.m. 
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hudlity |e 
tty KITS 

Australian Made 
MODEL TRAINS 


READY 70 RUN & KIP. 


2 pase apetes 
ee aot! 


i- } | fe } in ; 
eg LE SC 
@© TRAINS @ COMPONENTS © 
@ ACCESSORIES @ PAINTS @ 
AR KIT CO 
CRAFION.| | We 2460 
CAS HOBBIES SUPPLY 
oe 


require that little bit of extra caring service. 
Let us know your requirements. Please include a SAE 
We will post anywhere in Australia. NSW $2.00 
Qld-Vic-Tas $3.00 SA-NT $4.00 WA $5.00 
LAY BUYS AVAILABLE 


Mail Order business catering for enthusiasts who 


"YOUR WISH IS OUR COMMAND" 


Cas Hobbies Supply 7 | 
P.O. Box 24 a 4 
Shellharbour Square NSW 2529 


